
 

   Pilot Light 
  ñColumbia Presbyterian Church: encouraging you to enter into a  

life-changing relationship with Jesus, and helping you find your place in 
Godôs work.ò 

The 

 

Feel the Power!
 

June 23 - 27       
     9

 am to Noon
 

New friends    Fun Crafts    Wacky Snacks 
Mind-blowing Bible adventures 

Hyperspeed games    Incredible music 

4 yrs (by 1/1/08)  thru 5th grade  

Weõve got the solution to summertime boredom for kidsé 
Power Lab, where theyõll discover Jesusõ miraculous power! 

Each day children take part in fun Bible learning they can see, hear, touch and even taste! 

VBS is not only for kids, but for teens and adults who are a part of leadership. All of us 

learn from each other! Join in the fun as a helper in games, crafts, snacks, decorations, as 

a crew leader who òshepherdsó kids to their workshops or with our  

delightful preschoolers.  

(Nursery & Preschool program provided for leaderõs kids.)  

To register your kids, look for the bright yellow registration forms in  

the Gathering Area or office.  

Call Dana or Sharon in the Church office to find out more about helping!  
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The View Outside My Window 
Columbia: encouraging you to enter a 
life-changing relationship with Jesus, 
and to find your place in Godôs work. 

 
 As you have heard during the 
welcome in worship and from this col-
umn, the statement above is the purpose 
statement of Columbia Presbyterian.  Itôs 
a statement about why we believe God 
thinks itôs a good idea that we exist as a 
congregation.  Based on this under-
standing of our general purpose in the 
world, we also have a mission to fulfill for 
God.  As I covered last month the main 
points of that mission statement are to: 
  
* Build a Relentless Reliance on Prayer 
* Lead Everyone to Grow in Maturity in Christ 
* Worship God Vibrantly and Joyfully 
* Take Christ to the World 
* Live as an Authentic Community in Love  
      and Acceptance 
* Create a Culture Where People Discern and  
      Pursue Their Purpose in Godôs Work 
 

Prayer 
 
This month Iôd like to take a closer look at the 

first point: our mission is to build a relentless reli-
ance on prayer.  Over the last two years there has 
been a re-emphasis here at Columbia on the life of 
prayer and on praying together.  There have been 
two calls to prayer for the whole church to join in.  
There have been a number of sermons on prayer by 
Pastor Cynthia Reyes-Fillmore and then by me, in-
cluding the three sermons on prayer while we were 
going through Ephesians together last fall.  The offi-
cers have set aside a special time for prayer every 
second Tuesday of the month.  We spend time in 
prayer in Session meetings, either at the beginning 
of our meetings or at the end, in addition to the 

prayers we offer to begin or end 
the official meeting. 
 Thereôs so much to say 
about prayer that we could fill up 
the rest of this newsletter edition 
with nothing but articles about it 
ï about how to pray, when to 

pray, 
t h e 

content of prayer, the balanced prayer-
life, and on and on.  Itôs huge.  
 Let me just say that talking about 
prayer instead of doing it may be one of 
the great gaps of our time.  Itôs easy to 
talk about praying more than we engage 
in the practice of prayer itself.   
 So let me encourage us to band 
together to further our life of actual prayer 
as a people of God.  Commit to doing it, 
not emoting about it, or talking about it, 
but to praying.   
 Whatever else we might say about 
prayer, when we practice it regularly and 

diligently, we place ourselves in a position of com-
plete and utter dependence on God for everything.   
 When prayer is as common to our life as 
breathing, then we will know that we will be con-
stantly led by God the Holy Spirit, and made alive 
and new for Godôs purposes.   
 And thereôs more.  When we pray as a con-
gregation ï when itôs our life-blood and constant 
practice, we will be transformed.  We will be 
changed as a church and as people. 
 

Famous 
 
 Someday in the near future I hope that, when 
someone asks about CPC and says, ñSo what 
makes Columbia unique?ò one of the first things we 
automatically say is, ñWe are a praying church.ò  Itôs 
one thing to say that prayer is part of who we are.  
Itôs quite another to say that prayer is part of our 
mission in life.   
 I would put it this way: because we exist in 
order to encourage you to enter into a life changing 
relationship with Jesus and to find your place in 
Godôs work, we are committed to radical lives of 
prayer.  And I would go further: prayer may be the 

most important work we ever do. 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 


