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Vantage Points

harness it to God's purposes for their lives
do not feel overwhelmed all the time. So

The New Year begins 2012 is now
being offered as a gift from Gaglthe
gift of time. It is during the first few
weeks of every new year that there is
vantage point from which we can loo
ahead with the lens of faith and pla
how we will use our time, what we will
work on in our personal growth, an
how we will approach a fresh turnin
of the pages in our calendars.

| invite each person to do so with vigor. In my opin-
ion it is the unique responsibility of followers of
Christ not to be passive with time, but to be con-
stantly alert to the importance of using our time well.

what's your plan?

Perspective
Those who look ahead from a vantage
point of discipleship and who plan then be-
come those who gain a perspective on life.
Perspective is a precious thing. It is the
ability to rise above culture and frenetic
busyness and see where God is at work
and where to go from that point forward.
Without perspective, we all get lost. Without per-
spective, we can't look ahead at the start of each
year and plan, or know where we need help or where
God is calling us to help others.

Time is a gift and it is not eternal. It will not go on God's perspective is only gained through working at it
forever. God created it and one day it will end. So be in prayer and in hearing His will through His Word,
alert, take this as an opportunity to look ahead and then applying all that to our daily, weekly, and annual
invest yourself fully in the plans God has for you. plans.

In a few weeks, this sense of looking ahead will fade Be bold. Take the reins of the year 2012 and move
and we will enter the year. Do so with vigor and clar- into it with faith and a plan.

ity, rather than passivity and acquiescence.
Some dates to remember:

Annual Meeting Sunday, February 5
Youth Auctiort Sunday, March 11 at 12:00
Men's Retreat March 2325

Women's Retreat April 20-22

Vacation Bible School June 2529

Plan

This means to plan. Take the time to plan your year,
your months and the weeks in front of you. In my
opinion, every follower of Christ should learn how to
plan their weeks in particular, and to do so in focused
prayer. How will you use your time? How will you
invest it each week? When will you pray? When will
you read the Bible? When will you invest yourself in
serving others? Where? How? When will you rest,
pray and play? In my experience when we don't ask
and answer these questions, life
takes over and that's when people
feel overwhelmed by it. But those
who take the reins of time and

My My My me m
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Fitz Neal
Pastor
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Friday, March 23 Sunday, March 25

Menucha Retreat Center

Registration forms are available on the
church website, church office
or Welcome Center.

22YSy'Qajws

":‘. Friday, April 20 Sunday, April 22
Menucha Retreat Center

church website, church office
or Welgome|Center.

FR'EN DS OFthe CARPEN-I"ER Homeless Ministry

Announcing.... AMEN'S RETREAT!
Sat. April 28th, 2012 at The Friendship Center
1600 W. 20th St., Vancouver, WA 98660

Planning is underway for a full day of Encouragement;
High Spirited and Enthusiastic Praise Singing

Featuring Key Noter: Rick Willison of Team Jesus Ministries

Brian Craker
Interim Associate Pastor
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MISSION TRIP AUCTION
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and ministry We invite you to attend the annual Work Camp auction on Sunday March 11th, to show your
support for this awesome mission. All proceeds from this auction help defray travel expenses and pay fc
work projects. Any left over funds are used for youth service related projects. This is a wonderful
opportunity to come with family, friends and small groups, and enjoy the food, fellowship and
GSYUSNIUIFAYYSYyGés L dza YlIye YSNOKIFIyd yR O2y3aNB3Il
want to miss! If you have any questions, or would like to donate items to the auction, please contact Kelly
Christel, 6963029 orkellychristel@comcast.netWe would like items by March 1st. See you there!

High S chool Middle S chool
E HS Super Souper Bowl Partiyebruary 5, E February 2 Winter Birthlday Night
3 PM- end of game. Bring Soup to donate! E February 15 Luau Night! )
E High School Ski & Snow Retredtebruary E February 225t 30-Hour Famine
17-20t Bend, OR
E February 245t 30-Hour Famine
E High School DIG groupsSundays at aiARRE S OK2 2 f ¢ 22
9:30 AM éxcept Feb. 19 & 26 == {
E Student / Parent Work Camp Meeting

February 26, 6:00pri:30
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Matt Overton

Associate Pastor
Youth & Family Ministries
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Children's Min
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Communion Training

Communion training has been scheduled February 12, 201%om 11:0012:45 PMand includes lunch. At
least one Jparent must accompany the Chl|d Generally 2nd graders and older are our target

~
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E Does he/she ask lots of questions about communion on a regular basis? .

E Does he/she repeatedly ask to take communion?

E 52 &2dz FSSt fA1S @2dz2NJ OKAt R dzyRSNRUGI yF A&k

Jesus?
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sincere. Reservations are needed in order to plan for lunch. If you are interested in signing up or have
guestions, please let Sharon Franklin know,-8949, ext. 211.

Parent Meeting for Children & Youth Dates to Remember
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interactive meeting on January 29 from 6:8M0 PM and summer vacations. Here are some dates
(end time probably more like 7:30). We are invifng |that may help you:
the parents of children and youth to meet together
and share about faith and family. We want to d¢ a
better job of partnering with parents in the importapt
task of nurturing the faith of our children. The Last day of regular Sunday Schodlne 17
meeting will be facilitated by Pastor Matt and Wil Vacation Bible Schoelune 2529
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say, review what the Bible says and to share fgith July 1520
practices and habits that are already working for folks.
Childcare will be provided by reservation |by
contacting Katie Phelan, 88%34 or Jennifer Nedl,
x204 in the church office.

Spring Vacatioq April 26
Easterg April 8

m- m-mmr

Sharon Franklin
Director of Children's
Ministries
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W  Circle of Frier

A It was a T.P. Party
=Sl Yes, it was a toilet paper party. Rolls of to}
- | paper were flying all around the classroom. 7
e | children measured the length, wrapped up lik§®=

mummy and played a tossing game to see |
could produce the longest stream of paper. T
loved the unusual theme and the freedom
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curriculum. i

Christmas

BRRR it is Cold Outside

A portion of the winter weathe
|curriculum consists of a box

winter wear dresaup items for thel
children to utilize during choosin
time. Delaney is ready for a cojgis performance before the
wintery day. The only thing missirtg grand finale of singing and
was the snow. signingAway in a Manger

Celebration
Our little program was
really exciting. Seager just
needed a little rest after his

| am Unique and Wonderfully Made!

Utilizing the beauty and unigueness of the snowflake proved to be a perfect visua
for Miss Miki as she shared how God has created each person to be unique ar
special. This topic also led into a childlike discussion about Dr. Martin Luther Kin
Jr. They did various objective activities emphasizing individual traits anc
similarities, as well as the importance being kind and loving no matter the color of
your hair, eyes or skin. Ava and Payton are hard at work designing their speci
snowflakes.

Registration for fall 2012-2013

New families seeking information about Circle of Friends Preschool are encouraged to call, 360.696.926, c
visit our website atvww.cof-preschool.orgo arrange for a personal tour. Registration takes place on

ests
Sharon Wallenborn And | praise you because of the wonderful way you
Circle of Friends Preschool created me. Everything you do is marvelous! Of this

Director | have no doubt. Psalm 139:14 (CEV)


http://www.cof-preschool.org

