. "Filot Lig

“Columbia Presbyterian Church: encouraging you to enter into a
life-changing relationship with Jesus, and helping you find your place in God’s work.”

January 2011

In this issue...

Pastor’'s Window
Adult Spiritual Formation
= Winter Classes
= Columbia 101
Youth News
Children’s Ministries
Circle of Friends Preschool
Employee Spotlight
Missions

CPC News
=Fundraising Guidelines
= Directory Updates
Staff Contact Information

Annual Meeting Date




It’s fime. [It's about fime because
2011 begins... How auspicious.

that will honor God and make life a
journey of following Christ.

The beginning of a new decade.
If you measure time in decades
it’s remarkable how few of them
have passed since Christ — 200 or
so. 201! If there were church
newsletters written over the last
20 centuries, the phrase | used
above would only have been
said 200 times. This is only the 6™
tfime I've gotten to say that / will enter a new
decade in my life.

How quickly time moves past when you
take time to look at it from different vantage-
points. It’s popular at the change of the
yearly calendar to say pithy things like, “A
New Year beckons....” Or “2011 stands
before us, inviting us to follow.”

Well...not really. A year doesn’t do any-
thing. It doesn’t beckon to anybody and
calls out to no one. The date of when a new
year starts is a human choice. In fact, a new
year starts each and every day, if you meas-
ure from one year to the next! Each day,
then, is a new year. A year, a day, a week,
a month - all the ways we measure time are
only meaningful insofar as we make them so.

Therefore, rather than saying the year
2011 beckons to you, we
should say that we beckon to
the year ahead as a season of
| God-given time we are given
to be able to make choices

Fitz Neal
Pastor

OR, we can sit back and watch
what happens as time flows past,
which sounds like a waste — a true
waste, of time. The point is this:
what happens to the year ahead is
largely up to each one of us.
Choose ahead of time to make the
next 1/10 of the next decade count.

Which is another way of saying that we
need a vision for our lives and for our com-
mon life together as a congregation. The
Session has been studying, praying, and
working on what our vision for the future is.
This kind of work takes time. Up to now, it
hasn’t been time to talk about that vision.
The time has come to study it, discuss it, and
live a vision going forward, because it's a
vision that helps us choose how to use our
fime well.

This is especially true because of some
big and exciting opportunities that are right
in front of us:

Spiritual Hunger and Openness — Vancou-
ver and Clark County seem to me to
be in a time of openness to the Gos-
pel. As we follow through on °
encouraging you to enter into a life-
changing relationship with Jesus...” we
will continue to see the need to wel-
come an ever-new group of wonderful
people to our fellowship.

A Building Project - CPC hasn’t done a
major building conversation, upgrade,



or addition in over 26 years. Along
with needing to add some obvious
things—like an elevator—we have
the opportunity to match our cam-
pus to our vision of the future.

New Ministries Locally - The Lord is
always calling us to seek the ‘gaps’
He would have us fill as a congrega-
tion. We can’t fill every gap out
there — there are many churches the
Lord can call on to meet the needs
He sees, but there are some we are
called to. As we continue to see
new places of ministry locally
emerge, we need a clear sense of
vision to guide us  going forward.

Long-term  Cross-Cultural Missions
Participation - God has called us to
be involved in the mission of the Gos-
pel in other countries in a hands-on
way. How will this work out over the
next 10 years? Wil some from our
congregation have a call to full-time
mission service? | hope so. Whether
or not that happens, we are all
called to participate in proclaiming
the Gospel in word and deed so that
God’s glory in Christ might spread
intfo every land and culture.

Even more opportunities will multiply in
the year ahead; in the decade ahead.
How will we respond? By waiting and
watching others get involved? Or by seek-
ing out the path God wants us to follow by
naming and following a vision that guides?

| say it’s time to let our purpose state-
ment be a vision that calls us forward. To

that end, this Winter and Spring we will take
an extended look at vision and purpose by
hearing God’s Word as it comes to us
through the Exodus experience of the peo-
ple of Israel, and then from the life of Christ
in the Gospels.

During Lent, we’ll be asking the whole
church to study, pray, and learn together
about our vision and purpose. The purpose
of this extended ‘hearing” is to help us
move forward with greater unity and
purpose as we finalize plans for our campus
for the future, as we reach out to more
people with the Gospel, and as we grow in
our discipleship.

A new decade is in front of us. Christ
beckons us to consider carefully and
prayerfully how we will invest ourselves in
the next 10 years of time that he has
created for us to worship in, to live in
joyfully, to love in sacrificially. It’'s fime.

“



WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPIRITUAL FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
beginning on January 5 @ 6:30 PM

DIVORCE( A€

Divorce is one of the most painful and challenging times in life, and provides an opportunity for
the church to come alongside individuals who have experienced this difficult situation. Divor-
ceCare is a 13-week group of support and encouragement in rebuilding a meaningful life fol-
lowing divorce. During the weekly session each DivorceCare group watches a DVD featuring
experts in divorce and recovery. Following the DVD participants spend time discussing the con-
tent, and supporting one another. There is a $10.00 charge for the DivorceCare work-
book. Bruce Cook will be coordinating this ministry at CPC.

LifeKeys
helping you to find your place in God’s work” - this is part of the purpose
m statement of CPC, AND LifeKeys is one of the ways you can be helped in the proc-
WhoYouAre ess! LifeKeys provides a powerful guide to uncovering one’s talents, spiritual gifts, val-
BRI and personality — all that God gives to make each individual unique, and helpful
for each follower of Jesus to find a place of fulfilling ministry. Pastors Fitz Neal and
. Bruce Armstrong will be coordinating the LifeKeys group. There is a $10.00 charge for
the workbook.
GriefShare
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you
through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the
i grieving process alone. For more information contact Mary Lange,
Al maryjlange@earthlink.net or 882-0551. This class will meet in the Multnomah Room .
There is a $10 charge for the workbook.

To sign up for these classes contact Viva in the church office at 694-7549, ext. 213,
info@columbiapresbyterian.org or sign up at the table in the Gathering Area beginning Sunday,
December 26.

Dinner is served from 5:30 - 6:30 PM every Wednesday in the Cascade Fellow-
ship Hall. Cost is $3 children and youth, $6 adults with a family maximum of
$18.

Bruce Armstrong
Associate Pastor



mailto:viva@columbiapresbyterian.org
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Sunday Morning Spiritual Formation Opportunities
Beginning on January 9

2:30

I/

‘Discipleship Essentials: A Guide to Building Your Life in Christ”
One of the great challenges of the church today is disciple-making - helping

every day, ordinary followers of Jesus grow in relationship to him, and confident
to share their faith in the world by word and deed. Dr. Greg Ogden’s book Dis-
cipleship Essentials is a tool to help in the  encouragement of believers . This
book “seeks to move Sunday-only consumer Christians into the adventurous life
of following Jesus on a daily basis in authentic community” , according to semi-

nary professor Eddie Gibbs. This class will be based on this excellent re-
source. The class will meet in the Chapel. The cost of the book is $12.50.

11:00

“Paul’s Letter to the Romans: God’s ‘Good News’ for Us”
Paul’s great Letter to the Romans systematically unfolds the “good
news” of God’s profound love for all of humanity. In this letter the Apos-
tle Paul systematically proclaims the Christian themes of sin and forgive-
ness, grace and law, justification and sanctification (how to grow in
grace). This class, taught by Pastor Armstrong, will explore the meaning
of Paul’s teaching for our lives today. The class will meet in the Chapel.

COLUMBIA 101

This is a one-hour infroduction
class to discover who we are at
Columbia Presbyterian Church and how to
make Columbia your church home. The next
Columbia 101 class will be held on Sunday,
January 30 at 12:15 PM in the Chapel. Child-
care is available by reservation. Contact Viva
Dennis in the church office to sign up,
info@columbiapresbyterian.org or 694-7549 ext.
213.




SCHEDULE CHANGES @

There will be NO Youth group the following days:
e Wednesday, December 22nd (Middle School)
e Sunday, December 26th (High School)
e Wednesday, December 29" (Middle School)

There will be NO High School Core Leader Meetings Wednesday:
o December 22™
o December 29™
. January 5"

RI|E]|[T]||R||E][A[|T][S

High School Core Leader Retreat
Saturday, January 8™ from 8-4pm

Middle School Toobin’ Retreat is coming soon!!
January 14-16"
Put it on your calendar today! Registration will begin soon!

High School Ski Retreat
February 18-20™
Details coming soon!!

Matt Overton
Associate Pastor
Youth & Family Ministries




Sharon Franklin |
Director of Children's
Ministries
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Christmas and Children...A peirfect
combination.

A few of the Gummi Bears (older 3’s), practice for their Christmas
program on December 14. They preformed “Jesus is the Rea-
son” and “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”. Cookies and juice
were served downstairs in the fellowship hall following the won-
derful entertainment.

The Prettiest Tree of All

|
All of the beautiful little faces of the children attending Circle of Friends g’ >
adorned our tree. The ornament color depicts the classroom each child ' L L
attends. @

Amazing Generosity e 2
The hall and the classrooms were overflowing with wonderful donations generated to help sup-
port those in need. This year the preschool was able to help contribute to four different nonprofit
organizations as a means of trying to help provide items of warmth and comfort as well as food
and gifts for various needs in the community. Several families shared thoughts of gratitude
because the entire family got involved in the focus and life lessons not only on giving, but also on
the blessings for the simplest things in our lives.

Fall of 2011

We are just taking down the tree and getting used to writing 2011 on documents and now we
have to direct our aftention towards September. That’s right; registration for 2011- 2012 begins
mid-January. Please log on to our website, cof-preschool.org or call the school for information,
696-9926.

Open House Orientation is Tuesday, February 8 at 6:30 PM.
Open registration is from 9-10 AM on Saturday, February 26.

Sharon Wallenborn
Circle of Friends Preschool
Director




This month we take time to learn a bit about our Minister of Worship
and Music, Jeff Haagenson. Jeff has been with Columbia since 2001
and as all of you know, he brings something special to the sanctuary
on Sundays.

Jeff is a gifted musician who fruly loves his ministry as evidenced by
the music we listen to and partake in. For those of you who don’t
know, Jeff also writes and composes pieces too. In Jeff’'s spare time
he picks up the guitar and his pen and paper. Imagine, you get
home from work, kiss the kids, open up your briefcase and start work-
ing again. | need to find a job | love that much, although Jeff admits
he needs a hobby outside of music. Personally Jeff, | don’t think you
have time, let’s be realistic. Jeff has a true gift and passion for his
music and that is where he derives energy, which you can hear in songs like “Come As You Are”,
“Shepherd” and “We Are Yours”. The songs Jeff has written are some of my favorites to sing along
to in church. For a review check him out at

www.myspace.com/jeffreyhaagenson/music.

Jeff and his wife Anna, another accomplished musician, have three boys and a dog. Jeff enjoys
playing soccer, riding his bike (and scooter) and plucking the guitar. When asked what cartoon
best describes him he said Speedy Gonzales, | can see it, can you? Given the chance to try any
kind of work and not fail, Jeff would still be a musician. When reminded that he has already done
that without failing he upped the ante and said astronaut. He likes Mexican food and pizza. If he
could change one thing about himself, he said people say he is patient but he would like to be
more patient. My son John and | took guitar lessons from Jeff and | can attest to his patience. He is
also an incredible teacher.

Jeff is a blessing to Columbia Presbyterian and together we salute him for all that he does for our
church. Thanks Jeff and God bless you and your family.

lan McFatridge
Beat Writer for the Personnel Ministry Team, CPC

2011 OFFERING ENVELOPES - will be CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE - Contributions for the year
available for pick-up in the Gathering 2010 must be received in the office by noon Friday,
Area beginning Sunday, December 26. December 31 or postmarked by December 31. Dona-
Please print your name and envelope tions received after this date will be added to contribu-
number on the sign out sheet pro- tions for 2011. TIhe office will close at noon on Decem-

vided. ber 31.



http://www.myspace.com/jeffreyhaagenson/music
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s MISSIONS

prayer for those in our church family currently on active duty. Keep in prayer:

e Marine Reservist Sgt. Kyle Heike, recently completed active training in San Diego. (son
of Keith & Gail Heike)

e Captain Hank Hansen & Captain Lindsay Hansen, currently serving in Afghanistan. (relatives of
Keith & Gail Heike)

e Chaplain (Capt.). Nathan Whitham, US Army, currently serving in Afghanistan. (brother-in-law of
Julie Mauer)

e Lt. Steven Whitham, at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA., recently returned from Irag. (cousin of
Julie Mauer)

e Pvt. Andrew Kunigisky, currently in Basic Training and will move to San Antonio in December for ad-
vanced training to be a medic . His wife Valerie and son Noah reside in Portfland. Andrew is the
step-son of Bob and Barbara McFarlin

e Scott Matthews, US Army, serving in Afghanistan (son-in-law of Pauline Wolfe).

e Capt. Ryan C. Laughton, US Air Force, Vandenburg AFB, CA (son of Gary & Sherry Laughton)

e MIDN Matthew VanEerden, US Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD (son of Ted & Sharon VanEerden)

e Alasdair Stuart, finished Naval basic training, now in Pensacola, FL. waiting for continued training in
the Information Technological field (son of Robert and Geri Stuart).

e Major Wiliam F. Byrd IV, and family, now assigned to the 8th Corps, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina
(grandson of William and Catharine Byrd).

e st Lt. James V. Elieff, US Army. (son of Jim and Helen Elieff).

e Navy Seal Jake Roberts, and family, now stationed in Pacific Grove, CA (son of Dean and
Annmarie Roberts).

e David Michael Murray; Michael is making very good progress in his recovery. Although he has lost
the vision in one eye he is doing very well. He has been discharged from active duty but contin-
ues with medical care to complete his healing from combat injuries. Please pray for his continued
recovery and re-entry into the civilian world. (Great nephew of Terry and Marilyn Robertson)

e MST SGT Geoff T. Robertson and family, currently serving in Okinawa (son of Terry and Marilyn
Robertson).

e 1st Lt. David Lysovich, US Army (step son-in-law of Bob and Susan Randolph).

e David Weddel, Ass't Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, Pentagon (son of Marge Weddel)).

If you know of a service person who is not listed here please contact Viva Dennis in the
church office, 694-7549 ext. 213.

Rich, Joyce, and Christa Mattocks send their thanks for your donations of eye glasses, knitting
needles, backpacks, and jackets. The items were trucked to JAARS shipping in November,
were put in a container, and are now on their way to PNG. From Joyce “Bless you all for col-

lecting and donating those items, especially all those reading glasses for literacy.” The Mat-
tocks leave January 5™ to return to Papua New Guinea.




MISSIONS - SENEGAL NEWS

............

2011 Go Team News

Prayer Partner Dinner
The dinner is scheduled for Friday January 28 at 6-8 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
If your last name ends in A-L please bring a salad or vegetable.
If your last name ends in M-Z please bring a dessert.
The main dish, Chicken Yasa, will be provided.

Go Team 2011 trip
Trip is planned for February 10-20, 2011.
The team will visit our Wolof leaders and some villages in Kollore Gui.
They will spend several days with our new Serer friends in Diakhao.
They will visit Pastor Ngor and the adult literacy center.
They will see and interact with sponsored children.

Please continue to pray for the “2011 Go Team” and their families.

|
e

—

From left to right John Bayer, Loraine Hofer, Sean Taylor, Alan Garcia, Bob Randolf,

Tricia Williamson and  Alan Shiffer, Sr. Director of Development, World Vision.
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The W.H.O. (Winter Homeless Overflow) shelter desperately needs you to help staff

,’— our first week at St. Andrews Lutheran Church. Our first week will start on the eve-
j’l —\ ning of Sunday, January 16, 2011, and will end at 9:00 AM the morning of January
1L [1E) 23. This is Columbia’s seventh year of participating in helping staff the shelter.

To end homelessmess | q1c year the shelter opened on Sunday, October 31, and from the start it was

we need apparent that the shelter is still desperately needed. Several times during the first
affordable housing, | TWO and a half months it has been at capacity of 51 individuals. There have been
as many as 20 children out of the 51 residents. During Thanksgiving week, there
were five children under two years of age. This shelter serves homeless women,
couples and families. Homeless men who can’t stay at Share House stay at the
who need them and | St. Luke's W.H.O. shelter in downtown Vancouver.

the will to
make if .l?.:?l,ﬂ‘.é:-ﬂn.

fivable wages,

Tapviper far those

This is a perfect opportunity to be involved in a short term mission project to let
these homeless individuals see that people care and are willing to provide them
with a safe warm place to sleep as well as show them God’s love. They really
want to be talked to and to be shown some kindness.

This is not just an opportunity for adults, it is also an opportunity for families. If you think that this might be
something your family wants to do, please call and talk with Shirley Waltz at 921-3289. When children
work there, the children at the shelter have others to interact with. In the unlikely event there aren’t kids
there, the shelter guests like to see that families come. | personally have already worked 10 Shifts and
thus far there have always been at least five children at each one.

We staff the shelter from 6:00 PM until 9:00 AM the following morning. The first shift goes from 6:00 — 9:30
PM. This shift is busy because we greet the guests, serve to them snacks, and help them get towels and
materials for showers. We also set up the gym with mats, chairs, and hand out the bedding. The second
shift is from 9:00 PM to 1:00 AM. This shift is when the guests begin to settle down to go to bed. Lights are
usually out at 9:30. This shift is responsible for washing the towels and wash cloths. They also keep the
guests safe and sometimes they need to hand out over-the-counter medications for colds or head-
aches. The hardest shift to fill is the 1:00 AM to 6:00 AM shift. This shift finishes washing and drying the
towels. They make lunches for the guests to take. They also may have to wake up guests who need to
get up early (before 6:00 AM). They also restock paper products in the bathrooms. The last shift is the
6:00 AM to 9:00 AM (usually they finish earlier). This group puts out breakfast and helps the guests store
their mats, chairs and bedding bags. They also make sure the gyms are swept, bathrooms are shiny
and the kitchen is cleaned and the garbage is dumped. Monday thru Friday this morning shift is led by
Lorna Cameron and she makes this shift run smoothly.

If a small group wants, they could staff either a whole day or an entire shift. They need to call Shirley
Waltz. We will have another week starting Sunday evening, March 13 through the morning of Sunday,
March 20, 2011.



Clean Water for Haiti

On November 29, Chris Rolling presented information and discussed “Clean Water for Haiti”, another
mission supported by Columbia. The well attended gathering heard how the lack of sanitation and
clean water continues to devastate the country with chronic disease and health disasters. Clean
Water for Haiti (CWFH) has been working for almost 10 years by building biosand filters that eliminate
almost all the disease-causing bacteria and require no electricity and have no moving parts or chemi-
cals to work. Chris shared how infrastructure, culture and government in Haiti combine to make it one
of the poorest and least healthy countries in the world. Chris and Leslie raise their own support, they
receive no salary or wages. For more information, go to: Cleanwaterforhaiti.com.

WHY GO TO MONGOLIA? ----Because we carel

Kay Ortman and Nancy Johns completed a short term mission trip to Seoul, Korea and Ulaan-
baatar, Mongolia in October. They are members of the Portland/Vancouver Women of Vision Chap-
ter, which is an advocacy/fund raising group for World Vision projects worldwide. The “Children of the
Tunnels”, has been one of our projects for 12 years to serve street children in Ulaanbaatar. Kay and
Nancy have been touched by the terrible plight of the over 3000 street children living in tunnels under
the streets, and World Vision has given them the opportunity to help.

“One of my gifts is to be able to see these situations and then communicate the issues here at
home in a way that encourages others to get involved in being part of the solutions. This work is at the
heart of the World Vision purpose to provide the chance for all children to live life to the fullest,” they
said. As a chapter, we visit our projects every 2-3 years to encourage the staff in country and provide
updated information to donors regarding successes and opportunities.

MISSION MINISTRY TEAM-Serving our local community—
right down the street

Plans and volunteers are already in place! So, on January 21, 2011, The Medical Team Interna-
fional Dental Van, sponsored by Columbia Presbyterian, will be at McLaughlin Middle School to pro-
vide needed dental care for some of the students. The van will be staffed by volunteer dentists, dental
technicians, and a cadre of others. We have and will continue to provide assistance to Marshall Ele-
mentary and McLaughlin Middle Schools. This includes lunch buddies, clothing for uniforms, shoes, and
other needs identified by the school administrators. If you have questions or interest in this partnership,
please call Susan Randolph 694-7000.
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!Clerk of Session:

| Donnetta Spink 944-6716 -

CPC NEwS
— _
Thank Yyou... i Session Member |
Many thanks for the prayers and support the congre-| | Contact Information I
gation provided for the Cate family. The Prayer I |
Shawl is beautiful and we appreciate the kind words iDOUg Heitschmidt 835-3141 |
from Pastor Fitz and Pastor Bruce. . Bob McFarlin 834-7169 I
!Dave Nacke 254-8136
® Randy & Carol Cate | John Van Dinter 891-0804 |
| Nancy Bishoprick 695-8589 |
POINSETTIAS | Jennifer Mears 737-7952 |
| Susan Murphy 882-1370 |
Poinsettias will be available to donate tolf| | Jan Kennedy 3351193 |
: people in our lives or take home in mem-|f| ; Jim Dillon 225-1162 |
J‘ ory of loved ones starting after the 11:00 iTom Hill 954-5621 |
y- ‘\“5 service on December 26™. i‘]u“e Mauer 687-9842 |
: Bruce Farnsworth 833-0463 |
| Jerry Hofer 521-7944 |
| Dale Johnson 253-2206
DIRECTORY UPDATES iChriS Keinath 750-1234 |
Please make the following corrections to your | Ron Peterson 883-5310 |
pictorial directory. | Mary Lou Williams 576-5364 |
' I
I

Mauer
Julie’s Cell - 360-521-0945
Tim’s Cell - 360-910-7048
(no more home phone)

Fund Raising Guidelines

Session has established some new guidelines for fund raising in the Gathering Area. It is the intent
of Session that fundraising in the Gathering Area be kept to a minimum. Accordingly, those ministries
currently supported by pledges and offerings will not normally be allowed to raise money in the Gath-
ering Area. Individuals taking short term mission trips will still be expected to write personal letters to
members of the congregation asking for prayer and financial support for their mission activities. The
church mailing list may not be used as a general mailing list for appeals to support ministry activities of
the church unless specifically approved by Session with the exception of the annual stewardship cam-
paign and such things as major capital campaigns. One of the effects of this new policy is that
pledges and offering money will be used to partially defray the expenses of both the Senegal mission
trip and the Youth mission trips which are part of the normal activities of the congregation.




How to Reach Us:

Please call the church office at 694-7549 to reach any of the church staff. Staff can also
be reached via e-mail by using the person’s first name followed by
@columbiapresbyterian.org. Example: bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org. The only excep-
tions to that rule are Sharon Franklin, Sharon Wallenborn and John Ignoffo. In those cases,
use their first name with the first initial of their last name.

Phone Extension

\ Fitz Neal Pastor x206
' Bruce Armstrong Associate Pastor x209
' Matt Overton Assoc. Pastor to Youth & Family Ministries x208
| Direct Youth Line 823-0220 !
| Jeff Haagenson Minister of Worship & Music x210
' Sharon Franklin Children’s Ministries Director x211
| Terry Robertson Church Administrator x 207
. Jo Coila Head of Staff Admin. Asst. x201 |
Kelsey Daniels Children/Youth Admin. Asst. x204
+ Viva Dennis Communications Specialist x213 !
+ Marilyn Roberts Bookkeeper X222 !
+ John Ignoffo Media Ministry Specialist x 205
+ Rich Raitano Facilities Manager x216 |
. Katie Phelan Nursery - 833 -0634 i
' Anna Haagenson Kingdom Kids - 891-1494
' Sharon Wallenbomn Director, Circle of Friends Preschool - 696-9926 X212
! Deacon Line x250

The next Pilot Light deadline is January 11, 2011.
Arficles turned in after the deadline will not be pub- i
lished and all articles are subject to editing. When-
ever possible, announcements and articles for publi- W
cation should be sent via email fto:j I~
info@columbiapresbyterian.org.

Visit us online at

The Pilot Light is a monthly publication www.columbiapresbyterian.org
of Columbia Presbyterian Church.
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