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The View Outside My Window 
 
 The sun is shining.  In the winter 
and, hopefully, the spring of 2010, be-
cause of the affects of El Nino on 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
having a warm and relatively sunny time 
of it. 
 LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
temperature of the ocean, which then 
affects the ocean currents, which then 
effect how and when and where the 
winter storms run into the North Ameri-
can continent, determines the weather 
on land?  One thing leads to another in ways that, in 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  
Good and bad winters came and went.  Patterns were 
observed, but the reasons behind them and the links 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ς 
ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
the weather entirely predictable.  Just ask the Olym-
ǇƛŎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΧ 
 Global warming debates aside, the links be-
tween things raises a question in my heart: what are 
the links between things in our hearts and the life 
God seeks to give the world through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ?  Does our congregational life have any 
effect on the larger Kingdom of God?   And what 
about the present and the future?  Does what we 
plan or do now really have much effect on what hap-
pens 10 years from now?  100 years from now? 
 Well, yes.  Of course there are links between 
CPC and the Kingdom of God; between the present 
and the future.  What we plan, pray over, and put in 
place now does have an effect on what will be hap-
pening 10 years from now, even 100 years from now.  
We know this implicitly.  But do we know it explicitly?  
Do we think about it and try to get the links between 

things named and declared and 
out in the open? 
 I suggest that we can and 
should do that very thing: get the 
links out there onto the open 
stage where we can pray and plan  

 
 
 

and hope for 10, 15, and 100 years from 
now. 
 tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƭƛƴƪƛƴƎΩ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 
some very important events that will be 
taking place over the next few months and 
the next few years.  They all have to do 
with the longer term effects of our current 
life together: 

¶ March 7th - We will be voting to call 
Matt Overton as our next Youth and Fami-
lies Pastor.  The Session and the APNC have 
brought us a candidate that can help us 
with our vision for the future of integrating 

faith and life at every age and for every family.  
This is a big decision ς one filled with promise 
and imbued with the hope that God has plans 
to use us to reach families in Clark County 
with the life-change that comes in Jesus 
Christ. 

¶ 1-4 Years ς Over the next few years, we will 
work together on discerning how the Lord 
would have us utilize our place here on Co-
lumbia Ridge Drive for His plans for us.  The 
Building Requirements Task Force is reporting 
to the Session this month.  The Session will 
then begin looking at how to move forward 
with planning for the future needs of the 
church. 

No person can predict exactly where these big 
decisions will lead us as we continue to follow Jesus 
in making disciples, but we can predict good things, 
big challenges, and the need for dedicated prayer. 

This Easter, I believe God is calling us to let the 
Risen Lord show us the way to His future for us.  Will 
you join me in following Him there? 

 
 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
Wednesday Night Class  -   
άLǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ hƴƭȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊΚέ 

March 10 through May 13 (10 weeks) 
6:30 ς 8:00 p.m. 

 
One of the challenging questions of our day is 
whether or not Jesus is the sole savior of the 
world.  What about other religious traditions?  By 
what authority does the Christian faith make such  

exclusive claims?  In an age of religious 
pluralism and relativism, how do we 
uphold the historic Christian 
faith?  These questions are addressed 
ƛƴ WŀƳŜǎ       9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΩ ōƻƻƪΣ Is Jesus the 
Only Savior?  Pastor   Armstrong will be 
teaching this class. 

 
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour, interdenominational experience of Christian community 
and renewal. /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ά²ŀƭƪǎέ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ όaŜƴΩǎ 
Walk, April 29 ς aŀȅ нΤ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪΣ aŀȅ мо-16).  If you are interested in more informa-
tion about this experience, contact Pastor Armstrong (694-7549, ext. 209 or 

bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org) 

Sunday Morning Adult Education  
Spring Classes 

(April 11 through June 13  -  10 weeks) 
 

9:30   -  Church History in Plain Language -   
this year-long class continues following 
Easter, focusing on the time from the Prot-
estant Reformation to the 20th century. 
 
 

11:00 ς The Hole in Our Gospel ς Using study 
material provided by World Vision, this 
class will    examine the question of what 
God expects from the church.  How do 
we live out in action the faith we profess 
in word?  Lǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ άƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƻǊ άōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 
and needy world.  Come and join the con-
versation. 

                       Alpha Marriage Course 
 

The first Alpha Marriage Course at CPC was completed on February 14.  The next  
session of 7 weeks will begin on Sunday, April 11, 5:00 to 7:30 PM, in the Cascade Fellowship Hall.  The Alpha 
Marriage Course includes a wonderful dinner, listening to an engaging DVD presentation about the joys 
and  challenges of marriages, and opportunities for conversation with your partner (no group sharing).  We are 
limited in the number of couples that can be accommodated, so if you are interested in attending complete a 
registration form and return it to the church office.  For more information contact Pastor Armstrong or Viva 
Dennis in the church office. 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

mailto:bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Small Groups @ CPC 
 

If you are interested in being part of a small group at Columbia, email 
www.smallgrougps@columbiapresbyterian.org, and someone from the Small 
Group Ministry Team will contact you. 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
April 16 ς 18 

Theme: ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘέ 
 

This retreat provides an opportunity to step away 
from hectic schedules to spend quality time with 
God and your sisters in Christ.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ 
Terry Martin, has a ministry of encouraging and 
equipping women in ministry.  Cost for the retreat 
is $125.00.  For more information contact: Sarah 
Matthews, registrar (910-7680), Amy Carolus  
(833-2798), Johnnie Livingston (883-2520), or Angie 
Armstrong (901-9848) 

Wednesday Night Live 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Wednesday Night Family Dinner continues through May 12.  A delicious dinner is served from 5:30 to 
6:30 in the Cascade Fellowship Hall ($6.00 for adults, $3.00 for students, $18.00 for family), followed by min-
istries for children, middle school and adults. 

bƻǊΩ²ŜǎǘŜǊǎ 
 

"Memorable Moments in your life" will be the theme for the Friday, March 5 Nor'wester meeting to be 

held at the Kavanagh home, 5214 New Mexico St., in Vancouver. It starts at 7:00 p.m. with "Just Des-

serts" (bring desserts only). It could be poignant spiritual moments, an hilarious happening, a family event, 

a work or play experience you'll never forget. The main thing is - have fun. Please RSVP to Jerry and Mary 

Ellen Kavanagh at 694-9457. 

http://www.smallgrougps@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

  News for YOU -th 

Justin Klump,  
Temporary Youth Director 

 
²ƻǊƭŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ол-
Hour Famine is a 
worldwide move-
ment of students 
who are serious 
about serving God 

and fighting hunger ς all on an empty stomach. 
For 30 hours, participants get a taste of hunger 
by  not eating ς something more than a billion 
people around the world experience every day.   
 
What: an international youth movement to fight 
hunger. 
When: March 5 to 7 

Who: MS & HS Students 

  
 
 
 

Youth Work Camp Auction  
Sunday, March 14  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
 

Invite your friends, neighbors, family members,  
 in-laws and out-laws; and anyone else you can think of. 

 
 

Do you have any items to  donate to this wonderful cause?  If  so, contact Kelly Christel at   696-3029 or 
by email at kellychristel@comcast.net. 

¶ Middle School Youth Group 

¶ Wednesday nights 6 - 8 
 

¶ High School Youth group 

¶ Sunday nights  6 - 8 
 

¶ Sunday school  

¶ Middle School & High School 

¶ Sunday mornings 9:30 - 10:30  

¶ Youth Center 




