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In this issue... 

Gather a team (your family, friends, strang-
ers?) and get ready to compete in the Great 
Columbia Race!  A 
Family of Faith event 
that will challenge 
your knowledge, crea-
tivity and stamina. 
Each team will solve 
clues that will take 
them to various loca-
tions around Vancou-
ver. But be ready... at 
each location teams 
will be asked to com-
plete a challenge in 
order to move on!  
Challenges may be 
physical, mental or 
just plain wacky!  
Teams will compete 
for fabulous prizes as they race to the finish at 

LeRoy Haagen Park.  All are welcome to bring 
a picnic dinner to enjoy at the park as we wor-

ship together at our 
evening worship ser-
vice which will be 
held there after the 
race.  This is an 
event for people of 
all ages so sign up 
today!  Proceeds will 
benefit the MAC 
RACKτ/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ 
new partnership 
with McLoughlin 
Middle School to 
provide students in 
need with dress 
c o d e- c o m p l i a n t 
clothing  and shoes. 

Sunday, August 15 beginning  at 1:30 PM 



 

Watch your announcements and the next 

edition of the  Pilot Light for more information.  



 

The View Outside My Window 
Renew 

 LŦ ƛǘΩǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ, that means fall is just 
around the corner.  I know, I know.  Janu-
ary was, well, it was thereτit was as 
though we had winter in June rather than 
in January!  {ƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǿŜΩŘ 
ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΧōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
did finally get started after July the 4th, and 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ.  I hope every house-
hold has had a good summer breakτtime 
away from the routines of school, work, 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ΨǎǘǳŎƪƴŜǎǎ.Ω  L ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ 
that everyone has had lots of time out in 
the sunshine, on mountain trails or beach 
walks, picnics, in gardens, have enjoyed dinners on the 
deck, visits with family and friends, and time to reflect. 
 Along with my hopes for that kind of summer rest for 
all of us, I hope people are now beginning to gear up for 
another year.  Life really begins in the fall, I think.  This was 
actually the time of year when Hebrew culture had their 
ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ!  
They got something right. ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΧ
 In our culture, ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ, 
the year seems to get started in September.  Schools crank 
up after a break.  Football gets going, the regular church 
programs get started; things get rolling again.  I love it, and 
I hope you do, too.  
 The theme for our fall emphasis this year is (re)new:  
 I want to call us to renewal, beginning with a fall start 
to the church program year on September 12th.   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
the Sunday after Labor Day.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ.  
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ (re)new: 

Renew Your Faith 
 Renew your faith.  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ 
beliefs of every Christian through a ten-week series       
ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘ.  This is a good way to 
renew your faith by looking at the bedrock of what we 
believe and why we believe it.  Maybe you have some 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
years.  Bring those questions to worship every week τ

ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ    
worship.  Maybe you just need to 
touch base with where you are spiritu-
ally; the basics of the faith are a way to 
renew your own faith in God.    

 
 
 
 

 
What needs renewal in your life?  Bring it to 
God in worship this fall. 

Renew Your Commitment 
 September 12th is also a good day to 
make a commitment to renew your personal 
commitments to practice your faith by keep-
ing some basic spiritual practices like              
re-ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
people in worship on a regular basis.  I know 
how busy life is.  I also know how important it 
is to center life around God because of that 
busyness.  The most practical way to do that is 
to come to worship as a family or as an indi-

vidual.  Just do it.  See what happens when you renew 
your commitment to give yourself to God in worship. 
 !ƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘ, make a commitment to renew 
your spiritual growth by taking the time to come to a Sun-
day School class for adultsτor by teaching or helping with 
a youth or kids class. 
 May I speak a gentle truth to all of us?  Far too many 
are hit or miss in the practice of these two simple habits: 
Worship and Sunday School.  God can only renew us when 
we are available to him.  Make a decision to orient your 
life around the simple choice to come to church for a   
couple of hours together on Sundays. 

Renew Your Life 
 LǘΩƭƭ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ.  I promise.  And renewal of our 
lives is what this is all about, not just coming to church 
more regularly.  Scott Peck was right many years ago when 
he wrote the first three words of his best-selling book, The 
Road Less Traveled. IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ, ά[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ.έ  
And it is!  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ŧǳƴ, exhilarating, fun, 
and happy.  Lǘ ƛǎΧ.ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ.  God wants to    
renew your life on a daily and weekly basis.  The Lord 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳτyou will have to make choices to 
create the space for God to be at work to renew you. 
 Look for where God is calling you to participate in 
growth and in service.  Then go there and do it.  Begin with 
worship.  Push it out to a group during the week, or a class 
on Sunday.  Help somebody do something here at CPC.  
hƘΧŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ-
volved in these things to join you.  They need renewal too. 
Blessings, 
 

Fitz Neal,  

Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Bruce Armstrong,  

Associate Pastor  

 

Tuesday Morning Menõs Bible Study is beginning a new study related to 

our SUMMER OF PRAYER at CPC, an eight -week series using the study guide , òPrayers of the 

New Testament .  This study will consider eight prayers in the New Testament that contain 

beautiful language and powerful images of Godõs character and attributes.   The T.M.M.B.S. 

meets from 6:30 to 7:30, at Peach Tree Restaurant on Highway 99 in Hazel Dell.   All men are 

welcome to come for one or all of these sessions!  

 

òWATER FROM A DEEP WELLó 
Dr. Jerry Sittser, Professor of Theology and Department Chair at Whitworth Univer-

sity, is coming to CPC, October 22 -24 for a weekend of teaching.   Dr. Sittser will 

be giving presentations, followed by opportunities for conversation on Friday 

night, October 22  and Saturday morning, October 23 , as well as preaching on 

October 24.   His topic is òWater From A Deep Well ó, from his book by this title.   In 

this book, and his teaching, Dr. Sittser (òopens to us the rich history of spirituality, letting us 

gaze at the practices and stories of believers from the past who had the same thirst for God 

that we do todayó) (from foreword).   SAVE THE DATE, AND WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION! 

 

WALK TO EMMAUS 
The Walk to Emmaus  is a 72-hour, interdenominational experience in Christian community 

and renewal.   CPC recently hosted a set of òWalksó.   The next opportunity to attend a Walk 

to Emmaus  is this fall, October 21 -24 for men, and November 11 -14 for women.   These 

òWalksó will be held at the First United Methodist Church of Vancouver .  If you are interested 

in more information, contact Pastor Armstrong (694 -7549, ext. 209 or 

bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org .  

 

Fort Stevens Campout  
First Presbyterian Church of Vancouver has continued a tradition of Labor Day Weekend 

Campout at Fort Stevens on the Oregon coast.   This year there are a few camping sites 

available, and the planning committee from First Pres is offering these camping sites to 

those from Columbia who might be interested.   For information, contact Charlene Shea,   

coordinator from First Presbyterian (687 -4950, home, or 281 -6393, cell).  

mailto:bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

  News for YOU -th 
Parents: There will be a High School and Middle School Parent   

meeting coming up in September to talk about Kickoff Night.  

 Keep your eyes open for details and dates!  
 

 

Matt Overton,  

Associate Pastor  

Youth & Family Ministries  

Events  

High School Bible Study High School Bible Study   

led by Kelsey Atwoodled by Kelsey Atwood   

Tuesdays Tuesdays --   August 3August 3 rdrd , August 10, August 10 thth   and and 

August 17August 17 thth   from 7from 7 --8:30pm8:30pm   

August 1 st ð HS Pizza, 

Games and Movie Night  

6-10pm  

 

August 15 th ð           

All Church òGreat     

Columbia Raceó 

1:30 PM 

August 18 th ð MS & HS  

End Oõ Summer BBQ & Pool Party 

3-7:30pm  

Bring swimsuit, towel, and snack to share  

August 1 st ð 6th ð MS 

Bike Hike  

If youõre interested 

in going, pick up 

your permission slip 

in the youth center.  

Please have your 

permission slips in 

by Wednesday,  

July 21 st  August 11 th ð MS & HS  

Wild Waves  

8am ð 8pm  

Bring swimsuit, towel, 



 

Children½s  Ministries 
Highlights of the Egyptian Marketplace  


