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The View Outside My Window 
The Unique Jesus 

 

 Jesus of Nazareth who lived 
about 2,000 years ago is unique.  
ά²ŜƭƭΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗέ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΦ   
 

But what do we mean when 
we say he is unique? LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻǳǘ 
over time as one who is above 
other famous people in history.   
 

But when Christians say that Jesus is 
unique, we actually mean something other 
than that ς we mean he is utterly different 
from anyone who came before or who fol-
lowed after him.  We mean he is an unrepeat-
able person.  We mean that he spoke and 
ŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳπ
ence on history, but that he is the deciding 
person of all history.  We mean that his claims 
about himself are claims no one else could 
make ς or if they tried to, they would fail to 
prove the same claims that Jesus made about 
himself.  We mean that, apart from Jesus, one 
cannot really know God.   

 
We recite the creeds which affirm that 

WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ άDƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΧέ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
mean?  And does it make a difference in life?  
¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǎΣ ά¸ŜǎΦέ  .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳπ
portant from time to time to reflect on the 
centrality of Jesus Christ to the Christian faith 

in an extended way.   
 
This is most especially true in 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ  

 
 
 

 
uniqueness of Christ is constantly 
questioned and challenged.  He is 
considered by many to be a way to 
God, but not the unique savior of all 
humankind.  His teachings are re-
spected ς as long as they fit in with 
the prevailing values of the culture at 
ƭŀǊƎŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ 
ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
a misrepresented ancient prophet.  

.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 
 
aŀƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

we can actually know about Jesus, since the 
DƻǎǇŜƭǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǳπ
rate.  Are they historically accurate?  And how 
might we determine that? 

 
In order to answer these and other 

questions about Jesus and his uniqueness, we 
will spend the Sundays of Easter leading up to 
Pentecost on an extended look in the Gospels 
about Jesus.  I invite you to invite friends 
whom you know who may have questions 
about Jesus to attend with you.  Our goal will 
be to help us all get to a place of greater clar-
ity about the uniqueness of Christ, but it will 
also have the goal of helping us with our own 
faith and devotion to God through him.   
 
 May the Lord bless you this Easter sea-
son with the assurance of his life, welling up 
in you to eternal life. 
 
Blessings, 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

 
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour, interdenomina-
tional experience of Christian community and   
renewal. Columbia Presbyterian Church is hosting 
ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ά²ŀƭƪǎέ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ όaŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нф 
ς aŀȅ нΤ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƪΣ aŀȅ мо-16).  If you are 
interested in more information about this experi-
ence, contact Pastor Armstrong (694-7549, ext. 
209 or bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org) 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

Wednesday Night Class  -   
άLǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ hƴƭȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊΚέ 

Now through May 12  (10 weeks) 
6:30 ς 8:00 p.m. 

 
One of the challenging questions of 
our day is whether or not Jesus is the 
sole savior of the world.  What about 
other religious traditions?  By what 
authority does the Christian faith 
make such  exclusive claims?  In an 
age of religious pluralism and relativ-

ism, how do we uphold the historic Christian 
faith?  These questions are addressed in James       
9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΩ ōƻƻƪΣ Is Jesus the Only Savior?  Pastor   
Armstrong will be teaching this class. 

Sunday Morning Adult Education  
Spring Classes 

April 11 through June 13   (10 weeks) 
 

9:30   -  Church History in Plain Language -   
this year-long class continues following Easter, 
focusing on the time from the Protestant Refor-
mation to the 20th century. 

 
 
11:00 ς The Hole in Our Gospel ς Using 

study material provided by World Vision, this 
class will    examine the question of what God 
expects from the church.  How do we live out in 
action the faith we profess in 
word?  Lǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ άƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƻǊ άōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ƛƴ ŀ 
broken and needy world.  Come 
and join the conversation. 

           Alpha Marriage Course 
 

The next  7-week Session of the Alpha Marriage Course 
will begin on Sunday, April 11, 5:00 to 7:30 PM, in the 
Cascade Fellowship Hall.  The Alpha Marriage Course 
includes a wonderful dinner, listening to an engaging 
DVD presentation about the joys and  challenges of 
marriage, and opportunities for conversation with your 
partner (no group sharing).  We are limited in the num-
ber of couples that can be accommodated, so if you are 
interested in attending, complete a registration form 
and return it to the church office.  For more informa-
tion contact Pastor Armstrong or Viva Dennis in the 
church office. 

K  

mailto:bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

                                   Small Groups @ CPC 
 

If you are interested in being part of a small group at Columbia, email 
www.smallgrougps@columbiapresbyterian.org, and someone from the Small Group Ministry 

Team will contact you. 

The Women's Retreat Committee 
would appreciate  donations of 
the following items: 
 

¶ size 13 or 15 knitting needles, 
straight or circular,  

¶ size M or N crochet hooks  

¶ 3 skeins of Lion Brand Home-
spun yarn (for each shawl) of  
the SAME DYE LOT. 

 
You may leave these items at the 
Welcome Center in the Gathering 
Area.....and many, many thanks. 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
April 16 ς 18 

Menucha Conference Center 
 ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘέ 

Cost $125 
Scholarships available* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker:  Terry Martin 
 

Terry has a heart for women to know Christ more deeply.  Her joy and 
passion is to walk alongside women in whatever place life finds them.  
¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ 
women in their ministry.  Join us as Terry creates a retreat where we 
can step away from our hectic schedules and into a space with God, as 
we learn together what it means to deepen our faith journey. 

 
For more information contact: Sarah Matthews, registrar 910-7680, 

Amy Carolus 833-2798, Johnnie Livingston 883-2520, or Angie         
Armstrong, 901-9848 

 
*For scholarship information contact Pastor Bruce Armstrong 

694-7549 ext. 209. 

http://www.smallgrougps@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

  News for YOU -th 

Justin Klump,  
Temporary Youth Director 

Middle School Spring Explosion 
 
When: April 30 to May 2 
Where: Trout Creek Bible Camp 
 
Registration information is available at regular youth group meetings, Sunday school or by calling Justin at    
694-7549 ext. 208. 

Announcing the new Associate Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries! 
Matt Overton (wife Anne and daughter Clara)  

Matt will be joining our staff in early summer. 


