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The View Outside My Window 
Vision and Space 

  
     What has our vision of the future 
to do with the use of our facilities?  
Everything!  Last month I wrote about 
Godôs dream and ours.  Godôs dream 
for Clark county and Vancouver is 
clear and bright ï that dream is a 
flourishing church throughout the 
area. 
     Our emerging dream at Columbia 
Church has three elements and pic-
tures that help bring it to life: 
     A thriving congregation - filled   
        with those new to the faithé 
     Whole-life, whole-church discipleship ï  
        with every person engaged in following   
        Christ in every arena of life, for their whole  
        lifeé 
     Orange ï a way of being a church that pulls  
        the generations together, rather than split- 
        ting them aparté 
     If thatôs the emerging picture of the future, 
then how do we get there?  We get there primar-
ily through worship, prayer, and sharing our life 
with others.  We get there through faithfulness to 
God in our individual lives and in our life together.  
We get there by faith. 
Part of applying our faith in Godôs vision for 

our future involves joining together in looking at 
how our dreams of a future shape how we use 
our ministry campus. 

Over the last decade or so, there have been 
several studies about how we can best utilize our 
campus.  They have all been put on hold for vari-
ous reasons. Now that the vision of the future is 
becoming clearer, itôs time to follow through on 
taking a fresh look at our campus needs and im-
plementing a plan based on that fresh look. 

In order to do that, the Session 
has asked the Nominating 
Committee to put together a 
Building Requirements Task 
Force.  This group will  include    
the entire congregation     

 
 
 
 

in a process to hear with and from each 
other about how we believe the campus 
can be upgraded and utilized to help us 
fulfill our dreams for the future. 
     No decisions have been made yet 
about what any improvements might be 
ï about what the buildings might look 
like or what the scope of any future 
work might be.  You will have a part in 
determining all that, and moreé  In fact, 
itôs pretty important that each and every 
one of us take responsibility for giving 
input to the Task Force ï they will take 
your information and pass it on to the 

Session, which will then decide on the next steps 
for us in being faithful to future generations at 
Columbia. 

You will have opportunities to take part in-
dividually ï the Task Force will hold a number of 
Open Houses to receive feedback.  In addition, 
on one Sunday, we will give everyone an oppor-
tunity to fill out a brief survey about future cam-
pus needs as you see them. 

You will have an opportunity to take part in 
groups ï the Task Force will be setting up meet-
ings with as many of the fellowship and ministry 
groups in the church as possible over the next 
few months to hear from you. 

   Here are the names of the Task Force: 
   Dave Nacke ï Moderator 
   Carol Beima 
   Adam Carolus 
   Russ Garrow 
   Tom Hill 
   Ian McFatridge 
   Marissa Newby 
   Bob Williams 
 
Watch for dates to be announced in the com-

ing weeks for the Open Houses.  Pray, listen to, 
and with each other, dream great dreams for 
God. 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

ADVENT WREATH MAKING  ! ! ! 
Sunday, November 29  -  4:00 to 6:00 

Cascade Fellowship Hall 
Come and begin the Advent season with  your CPC Family  

watch for details in the weekly bulletin and/or web site 

Alpha Marriage Course  
Coming to CPC! 

For over 7 years the Alpha course has been an integral 
part of the ministry of spiritual formation at Columbia Pres-
byterian Church.  During this time approximately 300 mem-
bers and friends of CPC have attended an Alpha 
course.  Now, Alpha has developed the Alpha Marriage 
Course which will be offered at CPC on   

Sunday evenings, beginning January 3.  This 7-week course involves listening to an 
engaging DVD presentation about the challenges facing couples today, practical sug-
gestions for building a strong relationship and couple discussion time.  Registration is 
limited, watch for details coming in the next month. 

PRAYER DAY 
ñPreparing for the Kingò 
Saturday, December 5   

9:00 to Noon 
CPC Chapel 

 
Plan to begin the holiday season with a quiet 
morning of meditation and prayer. Pastor 
Armstrong will be leading this time, which will 
involve scripture reading, and primarily time 
for individual meditation and prayer.  During 
what is often the most hectic time of the year, 
a personal day of prayer pro-
vides a wonderful opportunity 
to bring focus and clarity to our 
lives. Come join this special 
experience.  Childcare will be 
provided by reservation. 

Small Groups @ CPC 
 

ñWe are not created to live in isolation . . .  While 
no one questions the need for periods of solitude 
and refreshment in our lives, faith tends to thrive 
most readily when shared and experienced with 
others.ò 

~ quoted in Companions in Christ 
 

Are you interested in being part of a small 
group?  On Sunday, November 1 there will be a 
sign up table in the Gathering Area following each 
worship service, with information about new small 

groups which are being formed. 



 

  News for YOU -th 

Suzie Gilmore,  
Interim Youth Director  

William ñWe love your 

cookingò Stewart, and 

Guy and Cheri Allen. I 

was glad to be back 

from my honeymoon in 

time to enjoy this week-

end! 

Itôs true...many of 

us embarked on an 

adventure of a life 

time into the woods 

of Welches, Ore-

gon. We had a 

wonderful group 

which took advan-

tage of the warm 

fireplace to relax in 

front of, many who 

challenged their 

minds and hearts 

with stories of the 

parables from the 

bible and yes, we 

got down and dirty 

with the messiest 

games everé con-

diment twister, ugh!  

Good call Megan 

Husko!!  Thank you 

to amazing leaders: 

Chris Keinath, 

Steve Flabetich, 

HS Back to 

School Retreat  

Middle School and High School Ministries  

¶ Middle School 

Youth Group:  

¶ Wed. 6 -8 PM  

¶ Dinner $3  

¶  

¶ Grades 6 -8 

MS Back to School Retreat  
November 6 - 8 
Camp Tadmor  

High School 
Youth Group 

Sunday  
6- KĈ|§{ 

Grades 9- 12 

Sunday School: 

2 classes for 2 age 

groups and letôs just 

say learning just canôt 

be 2 fun...but, it can be 

close!!! 

 

Middle School and 

High School: 

9:30 AM 

Youth Center 

High Schoolers 

Food Scavenger 

Hunt to benefit 

Open House Min-

istries will take 

place during youth 

group on Nov. 15.  

Come and win 

food for those in 

need. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2605554&id=824602519
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2605527&id=824602519


 

Children½s  Ministries 

Sharon Franklin,  
 
Childrenĝs Ministries  
Director  

K2 is the place to be on Wednesday nights for 3rd through 5th graders!  
 

Join us for fun and games as we discover how God changes us from the inside out. 
 

Wednesday Nights from 6 to 8 pm at CPC 


