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Andrew Flabetich...
student at WSU

| am called to ministry

I love football

I have worked with middle
school students for 5 yrs.
Many people call me
AFl abbyo

Derek Dixé

student at
Multnomah Bible School

| am working towards a bache-
lorsQlegree in Bible/Theology,
along with a bachelors degree in
Youth MinistryO O
| play drums, guitar, and multiple
hand percussion instruments. |
playedGhe djembe (gym bay) in
a Portland based Christian Rock
Group called "SoulCspeak” O
I love spending time with people
I love my family, and their camp-
ing events 00
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Tonya Rodriguez é
student at Warner Pacific College

| love to dance and laughO

| am really close with my family
and love them very much!O

| have a passion to tell people
how much God loves themO
My socks never match

Elisa Decker é
student at NW Nazarene

I have lived in four states
My priorities are God,
family and friendsO

| want to be a physical
therapist somedayO

I love cliff-jumpingO
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Amy Hartquist...
Camas

Hi gh

9 [Ilove horses and ride
them as often as | can

1 1 am going to attend

college at UW so that |

can be a veterinarian
1 I collect book, movies,

and wrappers from all

the teas

Jessica Ensing...
student at Calvin College

| grew up in Hawaii.

| 0

| am studying to be a teacher

I love building relationships

with younger children
| speak Spanish
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The Forgiveness Factor

On Sunday May 3" we
covered the very important and chal-
lenging issue of forgiveness. | firmly
believe that human forgiveness is im-
possible. Only Go d posver and for-
giveness enable us to forgive others
or ourselves for wrongdoing.

| 6ve seen peop
painful and difficult things. | also
know how hard it is to forgive some-

one when webve really
says that our sins
forgive other peopleds s

he mean? These words can get twisted into
something unhelpful and untrue, especially when
t heyodr e used i n a way
wronged and wounded people a second time:
having been mistreated once by the person who
originally wronged us, now we must forgive that
person or our own sins will be held against us.
This is a strange and terrible kind of trap.

Does Jesus really mean to imply that God
holds our sin against us until we forgive others?
Or is he simply trying to say that our relationship
with God is connected 1 both directly and indi-
rectly 1 to our relationships with others? | believe
Jesus is speaking about the latter.

Herebds how | think i
approach to life and relationships in a broken
world? What is our attitude? Do we approach
life from a forgiving posture? Or do we approach
life from a pay-back posture? If we approach life
from a forgiving posture, then, in the embrace of
Godds total forgiveness
ceed to work out all the forgiveness issues we
have against
harmed us.

Letds be
times these situations can take
] a lot of time and hard work to
get through. | believe God
doesndét hold our

Fitz Neal,
Pastor

b &ofgRendsdlifajtctory. Forgi
wonofe &P

as we do that work. Rather, through the
risen, reigning Christ, God assists us
with our forgiveness work.

On the other hand, if we ap-
proach life from a pay-back, or non-
forgiveness, posture, then our attempts
to make the other person pay only re-
bound on wus. l'tds n
us. Il tds more a mat
ness eating us up inside and affecting
our life and relationships in adverse
way<£ Eu¥thermore, a lot of the time i
perhaps especially in cases of abuse i
we need help to get on, and stay on, a
BoGsThardwrk. We
& dPdFI VEMa cliNd fsS Sh el &p
nedd $he e BfthB hlirch YoShame Wirdriyd and! O €
walk the long road of forgiveness.

Just last week | received an email from a
fefich in andttleCchurcAWho Rias dedbl SifhddY
against many years ago. Her life was altered for-
ever by what happened to her. As a Christian,
she worked on the forgiveness process, but it
took a long time for God to complete that work,
only recently, after nearly 40 years. Who knows
why it took so long? Perhaps because the
wounds were real and deep. But what amazed

and i mpressed me was thi
ceive Godbdbs reconciling
haps it was because shebo

trajectory through the years, nurturing a forgive-

hess Wtlr® Bward W@ & part of herQiclple-
ship. And now sheds free
of ourselves, we can pro

peopl e Who%e
honest. Some:{

sins against wus



SUMMERADULTSUNDAYSCHOOL

The following three classes will be offered this Summer, beginning June 28:

9:00 AM

: FreedUp Financial Living
= The goal of this class is to provide a biblical grounded understanding of a proper
relationship to money and possessions and to begin a biblically based spending

10:30 AM

LifeKeys
LifeKeyspr ovi des a power f ul guide to wunco

T Ues, and personality T all that God gives to make each individual unique. The Life-
R Keys program is designed to help individuals work through life or career change,
consider opportunities for ministry in or outside the church, and find deeper satisfac-

tion in life. This class will meet in the Cascade Fellowship Hall.

Jane A.G. Kise
David Stark « Sandra Krebs Hirsh

el Reflections on the Psalms
= In one of his most enlightening books, C.S.Lewis writes about the difficulties he has
L met and the joys he has gained in reading the Psalms. The Psalms are poems, in-

this class will study these much beloved passages of scripture. Darren Jacobs will
facilitate this class, which will meet in the Chapel.

tended to be sung, they are not doctrinal treatises or sermons. Usi ng L e Wi

MENG6S TUESDAY Bl B

The Tuesday Mor ning Me e
changed locations, and is beginning a new
study. The new location is Peach Tree, 6600 N.E.
Highway 99, Hazel Dell (yes, the former location
several years ago). The new study is ORGINS: A

Reformed Look at Creation, Design,
and Evolution. Using biblical texts
and the historic creeds of the

cnunoN nzsnow & EVOLUTION

teach about creation, evolution and

design. The Tuesday Mornin
EUUES AIIEI Me?\ 6s Break fya st X \"

Associate Pastor is finished at 7:30. Come and join us
in this new study!

church, this study explores what ﬁ ]
both Godoés Word R INS |

ver
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CONNECTIONS

Are you interested in learning more about Columbia Presbyterian
Church; what we believe, and what ministries we offer? Do you want
to get connected to this congregation in ministry in a meaningful
way? Then join us for a catered lunch on Sunday, May 31, from
12:30 7 2:30 in the Cascade Fellowship Hall. This is an informal time,
. led by Pastors Fitz Neal and Bruce Armstrong. Child care is available
' by reservation. For further information, contact Viva Dennis in the
church office (694-7549, ext. 213) or by email
(info@columbiapresbyterian.orq).

SO A ' :
eumy Holy Land Bible
Study Tour
AL L LS LS LA LN Re Ort
S -
aw Twenty three members Oneday Praver
1 and friends of Columbia
Presbyterian Churchd Retreat:
along with six other trav- r v X Ze A . .'.
elers from Lake Grove Presbyterian Churchd recently AS5Aa02FSNA \/ ] L
returned from a wonderful Bible study tour of Israel and D 2 |VQ 8
Egypt. Each day was a new adventure of discovery, as we —_—
were led by two wonderful guidesd Julie and Osama, to the Saturday, June 20
holy sites of Jewish, Christian and Muslim history. We stud- 8:30to 1:30

ied the scriptures in the very places where the heroes of the
Old Testament and the first disciples of Jesus walked. We
visited with Christians still living in Israel and the Palestinian

Territories. We worshipped at a park looking out at the Sea The retreat will be led by Pastor BrUC(I

of Galilee (remembering the [§A&rnstong.opersana tay of prayercprdt i n ¢
terds restoration f od Jolmwhapter i gided & wondelful epportdnitystallging

21). We renewed our baptismal promises in the Jordan focus and clarity to our livesespecially ir
River, and celebrated the Liftd s oPtHPcRdfdn e?&p%oFtJhﬁes.Ga'
Tomb. Each dApilgrimo wil!/ have I's or er ..own emotrfli es
this adventure. Details of our entire journey can be found in and perplexities we face

the blog that was written each evening of our trip, and is l ~—

available on our church web page

(www.columbiapresbyterian.org). | encourage you to take a
look at it. Unlike followers of the Jewish and Muslim faiths,
we do not have strong religious attachments to physical lo-
cations; however, there is great value in visiting the Holy
Land as a pilgrimage, t Htées mB i
hope that there will be future opportunities for other trips
from CPC. On Wednesday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m. | will be
hosting a presentation about our trip, iHol vy Pl acles,
P e o p, In thé& Cascade Fellowship Hall. ~ Pastor Bruce

aliveo.
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News for YOU -th

Volunteer Summer
Interns 2009

Wow, a fun, responsible and AMAZING group
of student leaders ready to embark on an ad-
venture of sharing the Good News of Jesus
with Middle School students this summer!!!
Arendét we bl essed to

eade

Al an Hartqui s
Al asdair Stuar Junior, Camas High
Camas High o
United States Navy Bound
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Bet hany Br ews
Junior, Evergreen High

%

Sara Richar
Vancouver School
of the Arts

Thank you to the hiring team (Janine Bar-

nett, William Stewart, Suzie Herman, Katie
Warner, Beth Burton, Sharon Franklin and
Cheri Allen) who interviewed, prayed,

di scussed and hiredét

Andrew Barto
Junior, Camas High

Suzie Herman,
Interim Youth Director







