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   Pilot Light The 

Building up  
High School Summer Mission Trip 2009 

July 12
th
-19

th
  

We are Bellingham, WA bound this year to work with Habitat 
for Humanity!  Please keep us in your prayers as we work on 
homes, relationships and deepening our faith in Jesus.  We go 
ready to be the hands and feet of Christ... 

This summer we have a wonderful team of leaders and     

students ready to serve.  We would ask that you would come to 

the July 12
th
 service to commission us to go out into the world to 

serve.  Of course, thank you to each person who contributed (in 

one of the many ways) to the all-church auction which benefited 

the summer mission tripéwe appreciate your support and your 

investment in us as we do His work! 



 

The View Outside My Window 
 

Living the Questions 
  
 ñThatôs a good question,ò we 
say, especially when children are 
growing and learning.  People who 
are good at asking questions seem to 
have a unique ability to get to know 
others well, to embrace the wide 
wonders of life; of nature, of beauty, 
of laughter and love. 
  
 So Iôm always encouraging 
people to ask questions, not in the way an inves-
tigator would ask them: impersonally and de-
tached.  But in a way that shows genuine interest 
in learning and getting to know something new 
about someone or something.  
 
 Take the Bible for instance.  One of the 
best ways to study the Bible is to read a passage 
and then ask as many questions as you can 
about it.  I even go so far as to say that the an-
swers to those questions arenôt as important as 
the questions themselves.   Many times, when 
studying the Bible this way, I have questions in 
my own mind that go unanswered for long peri-
ods of time.  Iôve come to look forward to dwelling 
in the midst of those questions because itôs in 
those ponderings that God seems to open some-
thing up in me that was closed and then pours 
His grace into the midst of the question itself.  
 
 Theologian T.F. Torrance often said that it 
is in learning how to ask the right questions that 
we enter into the life of discipleship.  Furthermore 
he was fond of saying that we must allow our-
selves to be questioned by God through Christ as 

the best way to grow in that 
discipleship. ñChristianity does 
not set out to answer peopleôs 
questions.  If it did it would only 
give them what they already 
desire to know and have se-
cretly determined how they will     

 
 
 

 
 
know it. Christianity is above all the 
question the truth puts to humankind 
at every point in life.ò (Torrance, The 

School of Faith, pg. xxvii.) 
  
 Curiously, we seldom hear much 
about the questions that Jesus asks in 
the Gospels.  He asks more than 75 di-
rect questions, not including the rhetori-
cal questions that are indirect ways of 
making a point, rather than really asking 
a question.  But at least 75 times he 

asks real questions of his listeners, of his disci-
ples, of the crowds, of his enemies ï of you and 
me. 
 
 This summer, we will spend time on a few 
of these questions.  We canôt look at all 75 of 
themébut we can take a look at some of the 
best ones.  I wonôt tell you what they are!  You 
will need to be in worship for that.  Learn to live in 
the midst of the questions that the Living Truth, 
Jesus himself, poses to you at every point of your 
life, for in answering his questions, you will find a 
depth of living that many pass by. 
 

Blessings, 

 
 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

SUMMER ADULT EDUCATION 
 

The following three classes will be offered this Summer, beginning June 28: 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

                            Freed-Up Financial Living 
This class provides a biblically grounded understanding of money and budgeting, 
using a hands-on workbook.   There is a cost of $10.00 for materials.  This class 
meets in the Chapel and is facilitated by Tom Hill and Rhonda Walton. 

                                            LifeKeys 
Using a variety of resources, LifeKeys helps individuals to discover their talents, 
spiritual gifts and values in order to ñ. . .  find your place in Godôs workò (CPC       
purpose statement).  There is a cost of $10.00 for materials.  This class meets in the 
Cascade Fellowship Hall. Tricia Williamson and Bruce Armstrong are the facilitators. 

                              Reflections on the Psalms 
Using C.S. Lewisô book on the Psalms, Darren Jacobs is leading this class on the 
rich poetry, and the application of the Psalms to our lives.  There is a cost of $10.00 
for Lewisô book.  This class meets in the Chapel. 

ȰConnectionsȱ 
Are you interested in learning more about Columbia 
Presbyterian Church; what we believe, how we are    
organized and what ministries we offer?  Do you want 
to get connected to others in a meaningful way?  Then 
plan to join us for lunch on Sunday, July 26 from 12:00 
to 2:00 PM in the Cascade Fellowship Hall.  This is an    
informal time, led by Pastors Fitz Neal and Bruce   
Armstrong.  Child care is available by reservation.  For 
further information, contact Viva Dennis in the church 
office, 694-7549, ext. 213 or email at 
 info@columbiapresbyterian.org 

mailto:info@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

CPC Deacon Ministry 

 
 
 A year ago the Board of Deacons of Columbia Presbyterian Church was re-organized into two 
ministry teams, the Comforter Ministry Team and the Loving Hands Ministry Team.  This decision 
came following much discussion and prayer, with the goal of fulfilling the mandate of the Board of Dea-
cons as found in the Book of Order, ñit is the duty of deacons to minister to those who are in 
need ..ò (Book of Order, G-6.0402).   
 
 The Comforter Ministry Team is prepared to make personal calls on those who are hospital-
ized, in care facilities, are home bound or in other crisis situations.  The Loving Hands Team is pre-
pared to provide tangible help, such as transportation, meals, and limited home repairs.    
  
 We need your help!  Do you know of someone who is in need of Deacon care?  The Deaconôs 
are currently calling on and providing service to over 30 members and friends of CPC, but we know 
there are others who would benefit from this ministry.  Please help by giving us the names of members 
and friends of Columbia who are in need.  This can be done in several ways: call the Deacon phone line 
(694-7549, ext. 250), email deacons@columbiapresbyterian.org, or contact directly the Deacon          
Co-moderators Russ Parker (719-1280, bussnrette@comcast.net), Pam Stover-Dixon (256-4348, 
prs.arnp86@comcast.net) or Pastor Bruce Armstrong (bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org, 694-7549, ext. 
209). 
 
 The ministry of Deacons is not intended to take the place of emergency pastoral calls.  If you are 
aware of, or involved in an emergency situation either Pastor Fitz or Pastor Bruce are available.   

ĶBear one anotherĴs burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.ķ 
~ Galatians 6:2 

Electronic Giving! 
 
Would you find it helpful to have your offerings      
debited directly from your bank account as you do 
other monthly payments?  Columbia now offers   
Electronic Giving for those of you who wish to have 
your contributions transferred electronically to the 
churchôs account.  If you travel, this is particularly 
helpful in keeping up with your intended offerings.  It 
allows you to avoid having to make up the difference 
later.  Contact the church office for more details or 
visit our website. 

mailto:deacons@columbiapresbyterian.org
mailto:bussnrette@comcast.net
mailto:prs.arnp86@comcast.net
mailto:bruce@columbiapresbyterian.org


 

Suzie Herman,  
Interim Youth Director  

  News for YOU -th 
Leontina LiebeéThank you! Thank you! Thank you!  How wonderful it has been this past school 
year to count on your healthy, fresh and DELICOUS after-school-snacks in the youth center.  
Mmmmmé.we appreciate you!! 

Mission Trip 2009 
HS students we are off to Bellingham, 
WA this year to partner with Habitat for 
Humanity.  It will be a great week of 
building up our relationship with God, 
building up our relationships with others 
and building up the community (literally!). 

Who:  

 All High School students welcome 

What:  

Helping to build homes 

Where:  

Bellingham, WA (we will be sleeping in a 
local church, showering at the YMCA 

and spending a day of fun at Birch Bay 
Water Slides) 

When:  

July 12-19, 2009 

How:  

$80 per person (scholarship available) 

Why:   

Because we are called by  

God to serve others! 

Youth Center 
Hours 

      Sunday-Friday 

         10am-5pm 

 

           Saturday 

             Closed 

(spend some time with 

       your family) 

Movie Night 
Hosted by William 

Stewart 
 

YOUTH CENTER 
 FRIDAYS 

  6-9ôish 

Bike Hike 
Calling all MS students!!!  The 
annual MS week-long camping 
excursion is bound for Idaho, 
bound to be fun and bound to 
give participants awesome-
tastic memories!  Want to be 
involved?  Then mark your  
calendar with these important 
datesé 

-Parent/student meetingé
June 28, noon 

-Shakedown (practice ride) 
July 26, noon (donôt forget 

your sack lunch!) 
-Load up the vansé 

August 1, 9am 

-Bike HikeéAugust 2-8 

 

Youth (consistent) Leaderséwe 
LOVE you and THANK YOU for all you have 

contributed to the life of the Youth ministry this 

past year!   Sunday School: Eli Nichols, Guy 

and Cheri Allen, Marc and Wendy Hartquist         

MS Youth Group: Ken Neal, William Stewart, 

Jackson Wiley, Natalie Lund, Amy Hartquist, 

Kailyn Babbitt, Tory McDougal, Jennifer, 

McKinney, Bo Liebe, Alan Hartquist,  Andrew 

Barton, Patrick Allen, Anne Stewart, Sara Rich-

ards, Bethany Brewster, Maddie Anderson and 

Haley Barnett HS Youth Group: Jon Quesen-

berry, Eli Nichols, Chris Keinath, Janine Barnett 

and Steve Flabetich. 

  July Youth Events 
Details on the web-page, in the Youth Center or you may 
contact Suzie for clarification/questionsé 

Middle School 
July 1   1-4                Fountain Fiasco 
July 8   10-8              Beach Trip, $15  
July11 12:30-4:30   Golden Skate ó80ôs
             & Mall Hunt    
July 22  11-5           Picnic Day, $5   
July 29  8-8             Wild Waves, $30  
 
August 2-9-Bike Hike  

  High School 
July 5  12:30-9     Beach Day         $25   
July 12-19            Mission Trip       $80 
July 26  9am       Portland Hunting $20   



 

Children½s  Ministries 
 

Summer is here and with it comes lots of fun activities for kids;  
great times with old and new friends, camp, learning more about God.  

Here are the opportunities for your childôs summeré. 
 

Sunday mornings: 
   9:00 ï   Summer Sunday School:  Preschool ï Orange Room                                                                                                                                          
       School-age ï Creation Station   (through Aug. 9)                                                                                   
   10:30 ï Summer Sunday School:  Preschool ï Orange Room 

 

Terrific Tuesdays 
Kindergarten-2

nd
 Grades 

 July 7       10:00-11:30        Fish Feeding Frenzy                                                                         
 July 14      9:00-11:00         P.J. Party                                                                                                                  
 July 21      9:30-11:30         Birthday Bonanza                                                                                                
 July 28      10:00-12:30       Monkey Bar Mania                                                                                                  
 August 4   10:00-11:30       Gushy, Gooey, Goopy Games                                                                           
 August 11 10:00-12:00       Kooky Crazy Costume Party   

 
 

3
rd

-5
th

 Grades 
July 7   12:00-3:30   Fantastic Fountain Fun                                                                                                    
July 14  11:30-1:30  Wacky Walkabout                                                                                                                     
July 21  12:00-3:30  Terrific Trail Trek                                                                                                                    
July 30-31  1:30 PM-10:00 AM  Outrageous Outdoor  
     Overnighter 
 August 4  1:00-3:00  Gushy, Gooey, Goopy  
     Games                                                                                                           
August 11  1:00-5:00   Splish-Splash-Swim   

 
Sign up on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain!  
Permission slips for the summer are available in the Resource Room.                                                                

 
 
 

Camp 
Check out the camp brochure for a variety of camps for all ages and interests.          

Brochures are in the Gathering Area and church office or from Sharon or Suzie.  

 
 
 
 

Sharon Franklin,  
 
Childrenĝs Ministries  
Director  


