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The View Outside My Window 
ñA sailor who doesnôt know his destination 
will never be able to tell a good wind from an 
ill wind.ò Seneca 
 

I love this quote from Seneca ï 
itôs a good example of common grace.  
Common grace is when any person, 
even if not a believer in God, picks up on 
a truth that is, in fact, from God.  All truth 
is Godôs truth ï wherever it comes from.  
This truth from Seneca is profound.  It 
means that, if we donôt know where 
weôre headed in life, weôll always have a 
tendency to stay put and never venture 
forth.  The opposite is equally true: if we 
know where weôre headed in life, then weôll know 
when to venture forth.  In Senecaôs terms, weôll know 
when the wind is right, or good. 

Whatôs true for individuals is just as true for 
churches.  If a church doesnôt have a sense of where 
itôs headed, itôll eventually stagnate.  But when a 
group of people in a church have a vision for the fu-
ture, they will venture forth in the light that God has 
given them.  They know when to move forward. 

Iôm happy to say that Columbia is at a point of 
having a clearer picture of what our future looks like. 
Over the last year, the Session of Elders has worked 
hard on articulating our purpose and mission ï or why 
we exist, and how we pursue that purpose.  Iôve writ-
ten extensively about both of those over the last few 
months.  Based on the purpose and mission values, 
the Session has recently been looking toward the fu-
ture.  Whatôs on the horizon for us as we fulfill our pur-
pose? 

A vision of the future really is a vision.  Itôs not 
merely a statement nor can it be written down as a 
document if itôs a picture.  Nonetheless a vision can 
be described.  Hereôs my description of the future God 
is calling us to: 

Deeper Discipleship ï we see a renewed em-
phasis on deepening our spiritual growth into 
Christ-likeness through Bible Study, worship, 

service and fellowship. 
Equipping culture ï we see a 
future in which itôs a natural part of 
our life together as a church that 
every believer has a clear under-
standing of why God has them in 
life and knows how to deploy their 

lives 
at 
home 

and in the world. 
Orange ï the color orange is made up of 
red and yellow combined.  For church 
life, red represents the blood of family 
ties and the fire of the love we give and 
receive in close relationships.  Yellow 
represents the light of Godôs righteous-
ness and love in Jesus Christ as we ex-
perience it in the life of spiritual growth 
and worship in our common life as a 
group of disciples.  When you combine 
the red of family life with the yellow of 
church life, you get orange.  We see an 
orange future as we seek out ways to 
leverage the power of family and home 

to raise our kids in the faith ï all supported by 
the church. 

Growth ï we believe that, as we pursue disciple-
ship, equipping, and do it in an óorangeô way, 
we will see a lot of people come to faith in 
Christ in the future.  We see a fuller fellowship 
of those who are experiencing God in Christ 
for the first time ï or for the first time in a long 
time. 

 
This is a beginning sketch of a compelling future 

for CPC.  God has a plan for us and much important, 
even crucial, work for us to do that will have an eter-
nal impact for the Kingdom of God in Vancouver.  I 
ask you to pray for us and look with us to that future 
God is calling us to.  We know where weôre headed; 
the wind is at our back.  Itôs time to venture forth. 

On another note, the Session has also approved 
the formation of a Search Team for the purpose of 
finding a person to fill the youth position.  Suzie Her-
man has been in an interim position for the last 18 
months, and has done a superb job for us in this tran-
sitional time of Youth Ministry.  Now we are ready for 
the regular position to be filled.  In order that we might 
be freed to find the right person for the job, the Ses-
sion has decided that the Search Team be empow-
ered to call either a Director to a non-ordained posi-
tion OR a pastor to a called position.  We would like to 
be freed to find the right person for the job.  To that 
end, the church Nominating Committee will be pre-
senting a slate of names to be elected by the congre-
gation either at a special called congregational meet-
ing in the near future, or at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on January 25th.   

May God bless each of you and Columbia Presby-
terian Church richly in the year ahead.   

 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Ministries 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAY MORNING ï 9:30 

(beginning January 4, 2009) 
 

Simply Christian:  
Why Christianity Makes Sense 

 
Meeting place:  
 Cascade Fellowship Hall 
 
Cost for materials: $20 

 
 

LifeKeys: Discover Who You Are 
 

Meeting place: Chapel. 
 
Cost for materials: $18.00 ($12.00 
for LifeKeys book, and $6.00 for the 
workbook. 

 

 
 
 

5:30 - 6:30 Catered Dinner  
 

Meeting place:  
       Cascade Fellowship Hall 
 
Cost:  Adults $6, Children (up to age 11) $3, with 
a maximum of $18 per family.  This dinner is open 
to all, especially those who are involved in the 
Wednesday night ministries here at Columbia. 

 
       ALPHA 

 
       Meeting place: Chapel 

  Meeting time: 7:00 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ï 11:00 
(beginning January 4, 2009) 

 
     From Jerusalem to Rome: 

A Bible Study of the  
New Testament  Book of Acts 
 
Meeting Place:   
 Cascade Fellowship Hall 

            
 

 

CPC Mission Focus 
 

Meeting place: Chapel 
(see page 8 for more details) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Bethel Bible Series 
 

                      Meeting place: St. Helens Room 
Meeting time: 7:00 

 

             

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  
(beginning January 14, 2009) 



 

Suzie Herman,  
Interim Youth Director  

News for YOU- th 

Senior send-off  2008 

Youth Wish Listé 
 

�x�� Legos (yep, never too old to play with them) 

�x�� Snacks (for our students who come to the 

youth center after school) 

�x�� Basketball hoop for outside the youth center 

(one that has a stand) 
 

ThanksðRuss & Elaine for the shelves! Guy 

and Cheri for the slip covers!  Tuesday Morning 

Menôs Group for the time and labor you continue 

to pour into the youth center!! The Widdoes  

family for the Christmas tree! 

Blessed  Leadership!  
 
What a wonderful way to start 2009..with a       

dynamic, talented, totally bodacious, spiritually 

mature, available, talented (yep, worth mentioning 

again!), generous, engaging,  (ok, so the list could 

go oné) team of regular leaders in our Youth Min-

istryôs Sunday School and Youth Groups.  Guy/

Cheri/Patrick Allen, Maddie Anderson, Kailyn 

Babbit, Janine Barnett, Andrew Barton, Beth-

any Brewster, Steve Flabetich,  Marc/Wendy/

Amy/Alan Hartquist, Chris Keinath, Bo Liebe, 

Natalie Lund, Tori McDougall, Jennifer McKin-

ney,  Ken Neal, Sara Richards, William and 

Anne Stewart, Jackson Wiley and, of course, 

Jon Quesenberry and Eli NicholséYour leader-

ship is a great blessing!  Thank you for all do!!! 

�%�U�U�U�U�U�U�“���5�H�W�U�H�D�W�V�� 
 
Hooray, itôs time to plan for a couple awe-
some retreats.  Oh, and donôt forget to invite 
a friend to come along with you.  The more 
the merrier!! 

�0�6���7�R�R�E�L�Q�›��Retreat @ Mt. Hood Ski 
Bowl, January 23-25é$45.  We will be stay-
ing at the youth center for the nights! 
 

HS Ski (toobin/snow boarding/ relaxing) 
Retreat  February 13-16é$$ sliding scale.   
 
              *scholarship is always available  

Youth Group  
A safe place to grow in relationship 
withé God, friends, leaders!  A fun 
place to play games!  A great place to 
talk, relax, wrestle with Godôs Truth, 
be challenged, serve, sing and do 
stunts (ewww!!!)!  Itôs never too late to 
be a part of the groupé 
 
MS youth group �v Wednesdays 

@ 6-8pm 

 
HS youth group�v Sundays @ 5:58 - 

8:02 pm 

 

Donôt forget to encourage our college students 

in 2009!!  Send a card, an email, a textélet 

them know we are praying for 

them and caring for them while 

they are away studying!! 


