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   Pilot Light The 

 Holiday Events 
 

Thanksgiving Eve  
Service 

November 25 @ 7 PM 
 
 

Advent Wreath  
Making Celebration 
Sunday, November 29 

4-6 PM 
 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 13 

4 & 7 PM 
Children, Adult & Bell Choirs; 
Singing of Christmas Carols 

 

Service of  
Remembrance 

Sunday, December 20 
3 PM 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
5 PM 

(Designed for families of       
Preschoolers) 

 
7, 9 & 11 PM 

Traditional Candlelight 



 

The View Outside My Window 
 
 

The Songs of Christmas 
 

 If you were to ask pretty much 
anybody what their favorite part of 
the Christmas Season is, theyôd 
probably say, ñThe Songséthe mu-
sic.ò  I would certainly agree with 
that.  Every year, I eagerly await the 
day after Thanksgiving, when I load 
up our CD player with our collection 
of Christmas Music.    Then we listen 
every day to the most beautiful music ever writ-
ten: The Messiah, Christmas Hymns by the 
score, Medieval madrigals, 18

th
 Century Carols, 

contemporary Advent and Christmas sacred mu-
sic ï (my favorites of these are by John Rutter,)  
and various renderings of all these works by con-
temporary artists.  
 

The reason I like the music of Christmas 
so much is because it helps me worship.  It 
brings me to a place where I enter into the mys-
tery of the incarnation ï God came once to be 
with us in our sin in order to take us into his life.  
What an amazing truth and glorious message; 
and a mystery.  I know itôs true, but I canôt explain 
it completely.  But I can enter into that mystery 
through the act of worship.  Both privately and 
once a week when we gather to worship          
together, it is the music of Christmas that enables 
us to enter this mystery more fully than anything 
else we know. 

 
 As Martin Luther once famously said, ñHe 
who sings once prays twice.ò  Meaning, that   
music takes us into a form of prayer that goes 
deeper than words alone will ever do. 

 
 In light of this power of 
music, I find it    interesting that 
in the Gospel of Luke, in the 
birth narratives, there is all this 
singing going on.  Mary hears  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
the annunciation by the angel Gabriel 
and then breaks into song.  Elizabeth 
greets Mary with singing. As soon as 
Zechariah is able to speak again, his 
first words are in the form of singing.  
Then there are the angels singing to the 
shepherds.  What that must have been 
like!  Can you hear it?  Well, actually, 
no.  But when you sing the songs of 
Christmas, or hear them sung by our 

marvelous choir, you can certainly imagine what 
it might have been like. 
 
 This Advent and Christmas, we will be 
spending time on these songs in Luke.  The 
ñSongs of Christmas.ò  As we seek to hear what 
God is saying to us through them, we will also be 
singing all the great Advent and Christmas 
hymns as a way of letting ourselves enter into the 
mystery of the incarnation once again.  Advent 
begins on November 29

th
.  See you then.  And 

may God put a song in your heart. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

PRAYER DAY 
ñPreparing for the Kingò 
Saturday, December 5   

9:00 to Noon 
CPC Chapel 

 
Plan to begin the holiday season 
with a quiet morning of meditation 

and prayer. Pastor Armstrong will be leading this 
time, which will involve scripture reading, and  time 
for individual prayer.  During what is often the most 
hectic time of the year, a personal day of prayer 
provides a wonderful opportunity to bring focus and 
clarity to our lives. Come join this special experi-
ence.  Childcare will be provided by reservation. 

January Adult Education Classes 
 

As you make plans for 2010, include a Sunday morning adult education class!  There will be four 
classes offered, beginning Sunday, January 3.   

 
 
 
 
 

9:30 AM 
The Church History in Plain Language class will continue in the Chapel.  New ñstudentsò are wel-
come to join this class, which is exploring the major events in the history of the church from the time 
of Jesus until today.   
Life Keys,  a guide to help uncover an individualôs unique God-given talents, spiritual gifts and val-
ues, is one of the primary ways we are helping to fulfill Columbiaôs mission statement, ñ...helping 
you find your place in Godôs work.ò  This class will meet in the Cascade Fellowship Hall. 

 
11:00 AM 

The Life and Teaching of Jesus will continue in the Chapel.  This class provides an overview of 
the important events and teachings of Jesus.   
The Will of God as a Way of Life will use Whitworth University professor Jerry Sittserôs book by 

the same title as a resource in discovering that Godôs will is a lifelong journey.  This 
class will meet in the Cascade Fellowship Hall. 
 

Make spiritual growth your New Yearôs Resolution,  
by attending a Sunday morning class! 

Wednesday Night Live 
 

Our Wednesday night dinners begin again 
on January 4.  Dinner is served from 5:30 
to 6:30, followed by K2 (3rd - 5th grade), 
Middle School Youth Group, Bethel Bible 
Series, Menôs Fraternity, and a new adult 
offering, Freed-Up Financial Living.  This is 
a repeat of a class offered at CPC last 
Summer.  This class provides a biblically 
grounded understanding of money and 
budgeting, using a hands-on work-
book.  There is a cost of $10.00 for materi-
als.   

Make Wednesday night a  
Family Night @ CPC! 



 

  News for YOU -th 

Suzie Gilmore,  
Interim Youth Director  

The Middle School Back-to-
School retreat was a blast!!  
All stayed safe and so respectful of one another!!!!  We 
talked about trust, experienced trust, played hard, ate well, 
defied the rain in our stylish ponchos and we are back from 
Camp Tadmor with wonderful memories!! 
Thank you to our leaders who helped make the weekend  
extraordinary: Ken Neal, Anne Stewart, Debbie Wu, Tory 
McDougall, Alan Hartquist, Bethany Brewster, Maddie 
Anderson, Alasdair Stuart, Megan Husko, Katie Mack and 
Jackson Wiley.  Way to shine for Jesus! 

This month youth Group will Jingle for Jesus as 
we celebrate the true meaning of Christmasð
the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ!!!  So get 
ready to come a caroling on anything but silent 
nights.  Hark, you should even bring a friend so 
go tell it on the mountain and in your schools 
that they should come to youth group this 
month!!! 
 

MS Youth Group: Wednesday nights: 6-8 
 

HS Youth Group: 
Sunday nights:  

6-8ôish 

Annual-Awesome-Christmas-
White-Elephant Partiesé 
 

White elephant= creative, not nec-
essarily useful , unique, fun and 
perhaps it is one of a kind!!! 

 

Middle School Party:  

spending no more than $3, December 16. 

 

High School Party:  

spending no more than $5, December 20 



 

Children½s  Ministries 

Sharon Franklin,  
 
Childrenĝs Ministries  
Director  

 
Jonah has run away 
from God and is hiding 
on a boat. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jonah prays that 
God will calm the 
storm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The sailors throw him 
out of the boat. 
 
 

 
After being 
swallowed 
by a ñbig 
fishò, Jonah 
is spit out 
onto the 
land. 

 
 
 
 
Jonah is mad at God for not 
punishing Ninevah. 
 

 

Our Stepping Stones enjoy praising God through singing: 
 

During our recent Jonah study, our 4th and 5th graders experienced 
the story of Jonah in a dramatic fashion. Hereôs a bit of the ñactionò 




