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   Pilot Light The 

     Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through 
hƴŜ DǊŜŀǘ IƻǳǊ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘΦ hǳǊ 
gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, 
and community development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives and 
work together to strengthen their families and communities. 

     Recognizing that the hope we have in Christ is lived out in our hope for one an-
other, we respond with gifts that help our sisters and brothers around the world 
find the hope for a brighter future.   We will be taking this offering on Palm  Sunday, 
April 5. 

One Great Hour of Sharing: sharing resources, changing lives 

Seder Supper 
Thursday, April 9,  7 PM 

I  
Good Friday Prayer Vigil 

Friday, April 10 
5-7 PM 

Palm Sunday 
άCƻǊ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀǎ ¢Ƙƛǎέ 

 
Easter Sunday 

ά! CǳǘǳǊŜ ϧ ! IƻǇŜέ 



 

The View Outside My Window 
A Shift 

 
 Sometime in the last 50 years a 
major shift occurred in American soci-
ety.  It happened with almost no one 
paying too much attention to it while it 
ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōƛƎΦ  bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
shift has been about matters of faith.  
There was a time when it was assumed 
that almost every person in our society 
was a part of some kind of practice of 
faith.  For the most part, that faith was 
Christian, but if not Christian, then something close to 
it. 
 !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ рлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ слΩǎΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŘŀƛƴ 
ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ слΩǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
assumed that those who had seemed to reject faith 
ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
happen.  A few came back, but most stayed away. 
 I could give you the statistics, since they are 
regularly repeated in front of pastors, who have 
watched as their churches have steadily declined over 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǘǊǳŜΦ 
 Recently, a few surveys have uncovered a 
fresh trend which seems to be taking people even 
further away from faith practice.  It used to be that 
ŀōƻǳǘ т҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴ Ψƴƻ 
ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ мффл ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƎπ
ure has almost doubled, to a recent 15% who now say 
they have no faith at all.  Of the remaining 85% who 
say they do have a belief in God, only about 30% have 
an association with a worshipping community of any 
kind.  In fact, the largest trend in American faith right 
ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳπ

pletely independent and private 
way.  People who say they believe 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
for the most part, chose to prac-
tice that faith alone, never partici-
pating in the life of a church. 

 As we look around us in Vancouver, 
what this means for CPC is that we are sur-
rounded by a growing number of people 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ŏƻƴπ
nected with a body of believers.  This is es-
pecially true for anyone between the ages 
of 17 and 42.  This age group is spectacu-
larly missing from churches in general.  
How will we respond? 
 

Easter and the Shift 
 

 Which brings me to Easter and the 300,000 or 
so neighbors of ours in Clark County who have no 
church home, even if they have faith.  Easter is the 
celebration of the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead and our hope in his power to take us through 
this life into the next by that same victory over sin, 
death and evil. 
 We have something to share in our common 
life that many of those who have no faith or who 
practice it all alone would like.  We have joy, a place 
for growth and fellowship, and a dedication to follow-
ing Christ in every aspect of life. 
 This Easter I encourage you to invite a friend 
to come to church with you on Easter.  Somewhere 
around 90% of those who have no church home say 
they would, in fact, like to find one.  Most would like 
to be invited to church by someone they know and 
trust.  Could that person be you? 

 

Fitz Neal,  
Pastor 



 

Adult Spiritual Formation 

The Adult Spiritual Formation Team has 
planned four classes for the Spring Session 
(April 19 ς the Sunday after Easter ς through 
June 14): 
 
[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΥ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜ 
Are you seeking a way of life that is less stressful 
and more satisfying ς a way of life that counts for 
something?  Join us in a study of Living on Purpose 
and learn how to slow down and simplify life.  Us-
ing the book by Tom and Christine Sine, consultants 
to many Christian organizations, Claudia Moreno 
and others will facilitate discussion about the vital 
topic of lifestyle, seeking to follow the invitation of 
Jesus: ά²ŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ς watch 
how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƻǊ ƛƭƭ-fitting on you.  Keep 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅέ (Matthew 11:29-30 ς The Message).  This 
class will meet at 9:30 in the Cascade Fellowship 
Hall. 
 

The Joyful Christian 
Many consider C.S. Lewis to be the greatest Chris-
tian apologist of our age, whose writings for chil-
dren and adults have been a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to our generation.  This class 
will look at Lewis through the short essays found in 
his book, The Joyful Christian.  C.S. Lewis was a 
άƧƻȅŦǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
of his thoughts, his life and action in both ordinary 

and sacred ways.  Darren Jacobs, 
a published author, screenplay 
writer, and speaker for the C.S. 
Lewis Society, will be the facilita-
tor for this class, which will fea-
ture  discussion.  Darren and his 

wife, GayLynn, are new to Columbia, 
and look forward to making new friends 

through the fellowship and conversation of this 
experience.  This class will meet at 9:30 in the 

Chapel. 
 

Prayer: Does It Make A Difference?  

According to the Bible there was a time when God 
and Adam walked together in the garden and con-
versed as friends.  At that time, prayer was as natu-
ral as a conversation with a colleague.  Philip 
¸ŀƴŎŜȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Prayer: Does It Make A Difference 
explores such questions as: Is God listening?  Why 
do prayers go unanswered?  Why does God let the 
world go on as it does and not intervene?  How can 
I make prayer more satisfying?  Yancey backs his 
answers with clear biblical insight into the impor-
tance God places on prayer.  This class will meet in 
the Cascade Fellowship Hall at 11:00, and will be 
facilitated by Florence Monfore and Armando 
Gutierrez. 

 
From Jerusalem to Rome: A Bible Study of the New 

Testament Book of Acts 
The New Testament book of Acts gives the account 
of how the Christian Church grew from a humble 
beginning in Jerusalem to a world religion, begin-
ning with the first disciples of Jesus.  This Bible 
study class, which began in January, will focus on 
the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul.  Pastor 
Bruce Armstrong will teach this class, which will 
meet in the Chapel at 11:00. 
 

Bruce Armstrong,  
Associate Pastor 

Cost of Books & Materials  
The Spiritual Formation and Discipleship Ministry Team 
subsidizes some of the cost of books & materials.  We 
ask those who are able, to pay for books and materials as 
well.  If this creates a hardship, please speak  with the 
class leader or one of the pastors. 

 SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES  

Sig
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Suzie Herman,  
Interim Youth Director  

  News for YOU -th 
May these pictures be the start of youth ministry letting you know how wonderful this past 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΧǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

spring ahead of us to make more 

wonderful memories!!! 

  

Plan Now... 
MS Spring Explosion: April 24-26             HS Mission Trip: July 12-19          
MS Suttle Lake Camp: June 21-27            HS Youth Group: Sundays, 5:58pm          
MS Bike Hike: August 2-9          
MS Youth Group: Wednesdays, 6pm              

Youth Group will take a 
break the month of May to 
train interns  and plan for 
the coming super summer!! 



 

Children½s  Ministries 
Palm Sunday Celebration 
Children will again partici-
pate in Palm Sunday cele-
bration activities at 9:30 & 
11:00 worship. It would 
really help Sunday morning 
leaders if parents can have 
their children to their class-
rooms by 9:20 or 10:50 to 
get organized. Thanks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Camp is Coming! 
Camp brochures are here and now is the time to 
start thinking about registering. Save money by reg-
istering before May 5th.  Columbia contributes to 
the cost for each of our kids, also additional schol-
arships are available. All Presbyterian 3rd/4th, 
5th/6th and Middle School Magruder camps are 
the same week this year! Look for brochures in the 
Gathering Area, office or children and youth areas.  
There is no better investment in the life of a kid 
than camp! Questions? Talk to Sharon Franklin or 

Suzie Herman. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School ς June 29-July 3 ς 9:00-Noon 
Discovery Canyon is coming to Columbia Presbyte-
rian Church this summer! 
Dig out your hiking clothes and join us as we dis-
cover Biblical truths through music & rhythm, 
games, storytelling, science, crafts and tons of good 
old fun! 
As a leader, you give your love, friendship, teach-
ing, leading or helping skills and you get love, 
friendship, new relationships, bonding with kids, 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
ƳƻǊŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜŎƘƻ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴȅƻƴǎΧōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΗ 
Let me know NOW that you want to join the team. 
All are welcome! If you want to help, we have a 
place for you. Call me at the church office, 694-
7549, ext. 211 or email me: 
sharonf@columbiapresbyterian.org. 
Registration forms will be available in April from 
the office, in the Gathering Area or on the CPC 
website. 
 

Sharon Franklin,  
 
Childrenĝs Ministries  
Director  

Max  


